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USEFUL CONTACTS 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS  ~  Sue Stannard                  01449 767752 

CHURCH WARDENS ~  Ken Goudy                                01449 673648 

Wetheringsett VC Primary School                                 01449 766215 

Headteacher  ~  Mrs Hookway    Chair of Governors  ~  Jo Pitt 

PARISH TREE WARDEN  ~  Elizabeth Aldred                   01728  860482 

TOWNLANDS TRUST ~  

PARISH FOOTPATH WARDEN  ~  Elizabeth Aldred          01728  860482 

RSPCA Suffolk East & Ipswich branch ~ Ian Hendry       01449 767747 

NON-EMERGENCY POLICE Reporting, Information or Enquiries 101 

MENDLESHAM HEALTH CENTRE                                      01449 767722 

 

Editor contact: Cally Buch 01449 766417 

wetheringsettnews@gmail.com  

Deadline for copy 15th of every month.     

Typed announcements by email only. pdf or word doc. preferably please. 

HALF PAGE ADVERTS SHOULD BE IN LANDSCAPE FORMAT 

Any contributions from the village community are welcomed.   

The newsletter is for the community and serves to inform and give 

news and the occasional interesting fact or two.  Editor reserves the 

right to amend pieces due to space restrictions.  If pieces for inclusion 

are not formatted, Editor reserves the right to amend as best fits the 

edition.   Views expressed within are not necessarily those of the editor 

and contributions are made from various sources.     

The difference between genius and stupidity is that genius has its limits. 

Parish website; http://wetheringsettcumbrockford.onesuffolk.net/home/  
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Newsletter  Distribution 
 
 

Many thanks to Tim and Jo who have 

offered to distribute the Newsletter 

along the western (Mendlesham) side of 

Brockford. 
 

If you know of anyone in the Parish 

who doesn't receive a Newsletter, and would like 

one, please let us know. 
 

Thank you  

Sue and Eddie Payne 01449767794 

Welcome to the  

November issue of your 

Newsletter 
 

I am delighted this month to intro-
duce two new contributors to the newsletter.  Two village resi-
dents writing about the natural world — especially fitting as, liv-
ing where we do, we have easy access to the countryside.  I hope 
you enjoy their introductory pieces and look forward as much as I 
do to their future ‘scribblings’ (as one of them puts it!) 
 

The gauntlet is down!  There must be more of you out there with 
interests or enthusiasms you could share with the rest of us. 
Know some good recipes?  Have an unusual hobby …?  Email ad-
dress is on the opposite page. 
 

Most people had moved to attending organised Nov.5th events 
which won’t, now, be happening.  Stay safe if you intend doing 
your own.  And a personal plea from me …. Please 
keep it to one night as there are lots of pets out Cally (Editor) 
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A Celebration of Nature 

“Nature’ as defined by the Cambridge Dictionary: ‘ 

All the animals, plants, rocks, etc in the world and all the features, 
forces, and processes that happen or exist independently of people, 
such as weather, the sea, mountains, the production of young ani-
mals or plants.’  
 

2020 has been a year to remember, mostly for all the wrong rea-

sons, however the one constant in our lives has been the world of 

‘nature’ around us.  Perhaps, now is the time to really appreciate it 

and learn to take good care of it?  

 

When we went into ‘lockdown’ we did experience one piece of good 

luck and that was we were entering our Springtime.  It was, it turns 

out, the loveliest Spring in living memory.  Many of us found our-

selves grateful for the countryside on our doorstep and if we were 

lucky enough to have a garden, we enjoyed it all the more.  There 

was, as normal human activity slowed almost to a halt, a sudden and 

intense appreciation for the natural world around us.  While we, as a 

species were being hammered by a world pandemic, the natural 

world, by contrast, used the amazing Spring weather to put on a 

show that lifted us all in one of our darkest hours for generations.  

Was it this contrast that made Spring seem all the more beautiful 

this year?  There was comfort in each flower that bloomed, each leaf 

that unfurled.  The arrival of migrating birds & butterflies ( yes, some 

DO migrate) was even more glorious and a comforting sign that the 

world was still functioning.   Life in the natural world was leaping 
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And here we are in Autumn, after what has been a benevolent Sum-

mer, where we were all able to be outside and again enjoy the natu-

ral world around us.  There were some negative moments like more 

littering in the countryside (and on beaches) and fly tipping.  All this 

is counterproductive.  If we damage the natural world we are, in 

fact, damaging ourselves in the long run.  We SHARE this world with 

creatures big and small and what many people do not recognise is 

we do rely on the health of our natural world to survive ourselves. 

Bees are a fine example, but let’s leave that until another time!  

 “There is a way that nature speaks, that land speaks. 
 Most of the time we are simply not patient enough, quiet 
 enough, to pay attention to the story.”  

       Linda Hogan 

This year, perhaps, a few more of us did?  
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Snippets from the Village History: 

The Village Hall written by Katie Goudy 

 

By July 1960 the cash balance in hand had fallen to below £10, and it 
was thought that the first step towards raising money was to interest 
more people in the parish, therefore it was decided to call a parish 
meeting early in August.  From then on, various money raising activi-
ties were held and by October 1963 a proposed fete for the following 
summer in the minds of the committee and to have a helicopter as the 
main attraction, with flights at £1 a trip. 
 

Mr D I Alston gave permission for the fete to be held on a meadow at 
Lodge Farm with parking space on a meadow opposite.  The date of 
the fete to be Saturday 30th May 1964.  There would be a Beauty com-
petition and the first prize to be a helicopter flight.  It was also agreed 
that Ipswich Town Football Club be approached and asked whether Bill 
Baxter (Captain) or Jackie Milburn (Manager), could open the fete.  
The money raised at this fete made it possible to have a new floor in 
the hall and also replace the stage with extension flaps at the front. 
 

On the 23rd January 1967 there was a ruling by the Committee that 
there be an Annual Election of Officers and Committee consisting of 
representatives of organisations, Parish Council and School Managers, 
etc.  In April 1967 it was unanimously carried that “A Chairman may 
not hold office for more than two consecutive years at a time. 
 

At the same meeting it was decided to get estimates for repairing the 
roof and sides of the hall, and in October 1967 electric heaters to heat 
the hall were discussed, and by December of that same year, electric 
heating was now partly installed and by January 1968 the heating had 
been completed, and in March it was decided to have covers made for 
the two fireplaces, thus in an emergency they could always be used. 
 

Plans were now taking place for a Drawing Match, Fete and Social to 
be held on 13th July 1968.  This made a profit of £89.10s.1d. 

 

More to follow in next issue 
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Friends of Debenham Library 

For the latest details see   

www.suffolklibraries.co.uk/coronavirus  
 

• It is compulsory to wear a face covering in the Library. 
• Please complete the test and trace form on entry (or 

you can scan the NHS QR code using the NHS app).  
• Hand sanitiser is provided for your use. Please respect 

social distancing and one-way systems. 
• Book ahead to use a computer: phone or email the li-

brary; or just turn up. Printing, faxing and photocopying 
are also available.  

• We have reintroduced charges for overdue items. This 
will only apply to items borrowed on or after Monday 5 
October which are due back on 2 November onwards. 

• Library loan periods will remain at four weeks. 
• We have also reintroduced charges for DVDs. 

    Opening hours: 
   Tuesday: 0930am – 1300pm    Wednesday : 1500  – 1930pm 

    Saturday: 0900am – 1300pm    Sunday: 1200 – 1600pm 

 

             

For free audiobooks, ebooks, films and other services, use your 

library card at  www.suffolklibraries.co.uk  

School Corner, Debenham IP14 6PL 

(next to the Primary School)  
Tel: 01728 861940       

Facebook:  @DebenhamLibraryFriends 
Email: debenham.library@suffolklibraries.co.uk   

http://www.suffolklibraries.co.uk/coronavirus
http://www.suffolklibraries.co.uk
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Swimming Lessons 

Private one-to-one swimming lessons nr Wetheringsett 

For all ages and abilities 

30 min sessions 

Available on weekday evenings and weekends  

Experienced, STA Qualified, CRB checked and Insured 

Call 07910 376 906 or  

Swim to keep fit, at The Cedars 

Since Lock-down was eased at the beginning of 
July the Cedars Pool has been used a lot;  and is 
still being used up to 8 hours a day.  We try to 
keep it at 30C/86F which is warm enough for 
most.  We have a large number of people from 
the parish registered with us, and most visitors to our Railway Sidings, 
come to swim, especially on wet days when coastal visits are less appeal-
ing. We put this increased use down to people being determined to keep 
fit - like the cyclists and walkers we see around.  We are getting new peo-
ple every week, even with winter approaching, so join in: swim a kilometre 
in half an hour! 

AJA      Contact: tonyalston@hotmail.com 

Dates for the Diary 
November 
 

Thursday 5th  Bonfire Night /Guy Fawkes 
Sunday 8th  Remembrance Sunday 
Wednesday 11th  Remembrance Day 
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Wetheringsett Wildlife  

 

This is the first of a series of occasional scribblings 
about my personal observations as I wander the 
parish. I am no expert but I hope you enjoy it. 
 

Some years ago my wife and I first noticed some 
birds calling at this time of year – a single piping 
note not unlike an old-time policeman's whistle! 

 

Later we heard this again as a flock of unfamiliar birds passed overhead. 
They were streamlined, travelling fast, twisting and turning and as they did 
so we saw a flash of gold in the autumn sunshine. A glance at our bird 
guide suggested they were Golden Plovers. 
 

We have seen them numerous times since, mainly on the road to Deben-
ham. We see them a few times each year as they pass by. However, this 
week they passed us directly overhead and low, and then touched down 
nearby where they have since spent the last three days in varying numbers, 
up to about sixty. This allowed me to return with my optical equipment and 
have a proper look. My bird guide informs me that they are winter visitors 
here, spending the summers further north. They use the same areas each 
year and are joined by others from Scandinavia. 
 

The Golden Plover is about the size of a collared dove. It has a black 
crown, black wings and tail and the upper side is spotted all over with gold 
spots. If you are lucky enough to see one from the rear the gold spots on 
the folded wings make a delightful pattern. They have a light grey breast 
and an off-white underwing – no gold here. Overall, they are very beautiful 
and apparently the colouring is even more stunning during the summer. 
 

In 1951 a dispute arose concerning the speed of the Golden Plover com-
pared to the Red Grouse – which is the fastest game bird in Europe? One 
of the parties involved in this dispute was then the chairman of the Guin-
ness Brewing company and he commissioned a book to resolve this and 
other pointless disputes – the Guinness Book of Records! 
 

Like many other species numbers have fallen over the last few decades so 
we are lucky to still have some on our doorstep. 
 

If you have seen anything of note in the parish or nearby you can let me 
know at spotterstan@gmail.com and I will endeavour to include it in future 
articles. 
 

Happy spotting  
Spotter Stan 

mailto:spotterstan@gmail.com
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MENDLESHAM SCOUT GROUP 
 

 
Do you have a youngster who would like to join either Beavers, Cubs, 
Scouts or Explorers? 
Please see below the details for each section 

 

 

 
During the summer months all the sections may meet at the Old HQ 
at Mendlesham Green, weather permitting. 
 

ADULTS 
 

Would you like to help at a section or would like to help with our fund-
raising and events. 
 

If you would like further information on any of the above,  
please contact:- 
 

Martyn Bryant – Group Scout Leader – 01379 788998 
martyn_bryant@hotmail.com 
Elizabeth Evans – Group Chair – 07545 322087  
elizabethevans81@hotmail.com 

6- 8 years 
Thursdays – 5.30-6.30pm 
Mendlesham Community Centre – Small Hall 

8 – 10½ years 
Wednesdays – 6.45 – 8.15pm 
Mendlesham Community Centre – Small Hall 

10½ – 14 years 
Mondays – 7.00 – 9.00pm 
Mendlesham Community Centre – Small Hall 

14 – 18 years 
Thursdays – 7.30 – 9.30pm 
Mendlesham Community Centre  
     – Small Hall 

mailto:martyn_bryant@hotmail.com
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Ring: JASON 07791 339432 

JASON HAS LOGS FOR SALE 



 14 

Bons mots    …? 
 * A fine is a tax for doing wrong.  A tax is a fine for doing well. 
 * The things that come to those who wait, may be the things left 
by those who got there first. 
 * Light travels faster than sound.  This is why some people appear bright until 
you hear them speak. 
 * I am in shape.  Round is a shape.  
 * Never be afraid to try something new.  Remember amateurs built the Ark, 
professionals built the Titanic. 
 * I just got lost in thought — it was unfamiliar territory. 
 * He who laughs last, thinks slowest. 

Wetheringsett Manor School has 

been refurbished and will be   

opening to pupils very soon. 
 

 

If you would be interested in coming to visit, please go to our web-

site to enquire about booking a socially distanced Individual Tour:  

 https:www.wetheringsettmanor.co.uk/booking/ 
 

We also have a vacancy for a Cleaning position.  

For more information please contact David Bishop at  

david.bishop@wetheringsettmanor.co.uk or on 07423 707438  
 

If you have any questions please contact Amy Quigley at 

amy.quigley@wetheringsettmanor.co.uk or on  07436 228930 

http://www.wetheringsettmanor.co.uk/booking/
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SOUTH HARTISMERE BENEFICE  

To our schools and families: 

Food, Fun and Family Friendly! 
 

You will have heard that our usual services and activities in 
church are cancelled, and this includes Messy Church and our  

Café services. 

However, you can still see me in school, and I will be leaving 
Messy church ideas at school. 

We will put out a weekly email to families, and if you would like 
to access this, email me on rev.julialall@gmail.com 

Follow us on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/SouthHartismereChurches/     

 

ALL SAINTS  

WETHERINGSETT-CUM-BROCKFORD 

Coffee Mornings  Wednesdays  

Unfortunately these have been  

Dd 
 

until further notice 

cancelled 

mailto:rev.julialall@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SouthHartismereChurches/
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Ipswich Mobile Library Route 7 
   

7H Brockford St  Old Griffin  1245 – 1300 

7I Wetheringsett  Hockey Hill  1405 – 1420 

7J Wetheringsett  Wetherup St  1430 – 1445 

7K Wetheringsett  Park Green  1450 – 1505 
Email: help@suffolklibraries.co.uk 

Telephone: 01473 263838 
Calling every 4 weeks on Thursdays 

 

Next visit: Thursday November 18th 

Michael Brame, 

60 Pretyman Avenue, Bacton, IP 14 4NY 

“A” rated UPVC windows, doors and conservato-
ries with ‘A’ rated installation ‘C’  rated prices 

Complete replacement of fascias, soffits, guttering 
and downpipes 

Needing quotes for any of the above? 

Contact Michael on  

01449 781533   mob. 07931 784470 

 ADVERTISING RATES  
for the Wetheringsett-Cum-Brockford Newsletter 

 

A5 Full Page         11 Issues  - £ 100.00   5 Issues  -  £  50.00 
A5 Half Page         11 Issues  -  £  50.00   5 Issues  -  £  25.00 
A5 Quarter Page        11 Issues  -  £  40.00   5 Issues -  £  20.00 
Back cover         11 Issues  - £ 150.00   5 Issues -  £  75.00 

 

 RING CLARE ROGERS ON 01728 861382  
clarelouiserogers@btinternet.com  

     WE WELCOME NEW ADVERTISERS    

mailto:help@suffolklibraries.co.uk?subject=Mobile%20library%20enquiry
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Debenham & District 

Need help with 
your PC? 

Friendly advice & training  

Repairs & upgrades 

No fix, no fee 

Windows – Web – Email 

Microsoft Word & Excel expert 

Home network – WiFi  – TV links 

At your Home or Business 
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Wetheringsett cum Brockford Parish Council 
Report on the video meeting held  

Monday 5th October 2020 
 

Meetings – the Parish Council continues to meet virtually for the foreseeable 
future.  Parishioners are able to join the meeting to observe or raise any issues 
during the public session.  The link for meetings is available on the Parish Council 
agenda displayed on parish notice boards and the parish council website. 
 

Town Lane haulage site – the container height stacking issue as to whether 
there has been a breach of the planning conditions is still being investigated by 
MSDC planning, the parish council hopes to have a report on this from the Dis-
trict Council at the next meeting. 
 

Land east of Hockey Hill – it was reported that some parishioners have been no-
tified of a proposed planning application by a Surrey based developer proposing 
to develop land east of Hockey Hill.  The development would comprise of up to 
11 new homes.  The parish council has seen the proposed plan of the develop-
ment but cannot comment until a formal planning application is made.   It is un-
derstood this will be made to the District Council by the developer in the next 
few weeks.  
 

Neighbourhood Plan – sadly the chairman, Melanie Woods, has resigned from 
the group due to other commitments.   The Parish Council recorded their huge 
thanks to Melanie for her work on the plan to date and for keeping parish coun-
cillors informed of the current stage, this was much appreciated.  There are now 
5 members on the working group and a new chairperson will need to be recruit-
ed to drive the project forward.   If any parishioner would be interested in joining 
the group please do contact Cllr Mrs Hilary Green to discuss the objects of the 
plan, she would be very pleased to hear from you.  Please see contact details in 
the Parish Magazine Councillor list. 
 

Village Hall Book Exchange – the VH committee were pleased to report the book 
exchange had been well supported but will now close over the winter months 
until April 2021.   
 

Remembrance Sunday 8 November – the parish council will purchase two 
wreaths again this year, one for Wetheringsett Memorial and one for the USAAF 
34th Bomb Group Memorial at Mendlesham.  Due to current restrictions it was 
reported a small ceremony would be held at both memorials, Cllr Mrs Aldred will 
lay the wreath at Wetheringsett and Cllr Mrs Arnold at Mendlesham. 
 

Date of next video meeting – Monday 2 November 2020 at 7pm.  Link available 
on the parish council agenda and website  
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Remembrance Day 

The eleventh hour of 
the eleventh day of 
the eleventh month  

marks the signing of the     
Armistice, on 11th November 

1918, to signal the end of 

World War One. 

 

At 11am on 11 November 1918 the guns of the Western Front 

fell silent after more than four years continuous warfare. 

"They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them."  

The impact of Covid-19 on Poppy Appeal 2020 
This year, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, you may see less of our devoted 
volunteer Poppy Appeal collectors in your local community, but you can 
help family, friends, and neighbours to get hold of their poppy and contrib-

ute to the Appeal.  Go to       www.poppyshop.org.uk.  
 
We will remember all ..... 

 Sadly, due to the current intensive opera-
tions, the names of many young men and 
women are now being added to war memo-
rials throughout the land.  We give thought 
also to the many who are injured but, due 
to the miracles of modern medicine, are 
increasingly surviving with horrific injuries.  
So, on Remembrance Day, we remember 
these people as well as those from the two 
great wars. 

http://www.poppyshop.org.uk/
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Taylormade Kitchens 
 

Kitchens - Bedrooms - Bathrooms 
Designs from traditional to ultra modern. 

 
Any finish including hand painted, satin lacquered or high gloss. 

Bespoke units made to any size, birch plywood carcasses optional. 
Choice of Granite, Quartz, Timber, Solid Surface or Laminate 

worktops. 
Most makes of appliances - sinks - taps supplied at competitive prices. 

Large range of Bathroom suites, showers, enclosures & brassware. 
 

Professional meticulous Installations. ~ Supply only if required. 
 

Please contact Neil Taylor on 
Tel: 01728 860856 ~ Mobile: 07860 602317 

Do you need help 
with Babysitting or 
Ironing? 
 

My name is Georgie 
 
    I’m a Year 11 

student and I am looking for 
work. 
If you need any 
ironing done or 

babysitting, 
please give me a 

call or text me on 
07541 834453  

You can also 
email  - 

georgiebullock12345@gmail.com  

Thank you 

mailto:georgiebullock12345@gmail.com
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Things to look out for this November 
Take care not to disturb leaf litter and 
piles of wood (a planned bonfire?) 
without first checking for a hibernating 
hedgehog. They are becoming a rare 
species as they lose their natural 
habitat.             Fruit in the hedgerow: 

includes hawthorn berries, sloes, rose 
hips. Avoid cutting these back as they 
form the diet of Winter birds such as:   
Fieldfares ( like a thrush, but with a 

chestnut breast) which arrive from Scandinavia & continental Europe 
in flocks which you will see on the local agricultural land feasting on 
invertebrates such as worms 
and then when the ground is 
frozen, the berried hedgerows 
and trees. If you are lucky, they 
will enter gardens in harsh Win-
ter weather for windfalls from 
fruit trees. Their name origi-
nates from the Anglo-Saxon 
word ‘feldware’ which means 
‘traveller of the fields’ and they 
make a wonderful sound and 
when we hear them we will know Winter has arrived.  

Wetheringsett Nature Lover 
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November 2020 
Prospective parents for September 2021 

We are welcoming parents to visit the 
school if you are thinking of choosing us in 
September for your little one. If you are 
interested in booking an appointment to have 
a look around please phone the school on 
01449 766215. We are currently inviting 
prospective parents to have a tour after 
3.30 once the children have left. Due to 
COVID we would kindly ask if you could wear 
a mask. We also have a new tab on the web-
site where you can find further information.  

Remembrance Day 
This year we will be having a one minute silence and short service 
on the playground so we can remember together. We will also be 
making poppies to decorate our school windows as this year we 
are unable to purchase a poppy.  
Growing Skills for Life  
A vision statement was produced in Autumn 2019 by the head 
teacher and governors from the parable of the mustard seed. 
As part of our school aim of 'growing skills for life', we work to 
support our children to be fully rounded, thoughtful and caring 
individuals. No matter how small you are you can grow into some-
thing big, something that can make a difference, whether you 
are a child or a small, rural school. 
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In February work began to choose six values that the school 
thought were representative of the school.  Governors, parents, 
pupils and staff were asked to choose 6 core values for Wether-
ingsett C of E Primary. 
These were the choices: 
 

Generosity,  compassion,  courage,  friendship,  thankfulness 
and perseverance.  

 

It was wonderful to get the voices of the children and parents 
involved.  
 

Parent – “Being generous can be easy and free for example to 
give your time to someone is so lovely”. 
 

Parent – “Perseverance pays off. Never give up, have faith in 
yourself”. 
 

Governor –“I like the idea of courage being a core value.  The 
courage to be different, the courage to stand up for other” 
 

Parent – “Learning how to make and treasure friends is a genuine 
life lesson. With friendship comes trust”. 
 

“Friendship, I realise how important this has become over the 
last few months”.  
  Lime class choose this as their number 1.  
 

Mrs Sheeran  
Head of school  

Great Truths little children have learnt:- 

1. No matter how hard you try—you can’t baptise cats. 

2. When your mum is mad at your dad—don’t let her brush 

your hair 

3. If your sister hits you, don’t hit her back—they always catch 

the second person. 

4. Never ask your 3 year old brother to hold a tomato 

5. You can’t trust dogs to watch your food 

6. Don’t sneeze when someone is cutting your hair 
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BEV & KIRSTY  

 

FORMERLEY CURL UP & DYE 

 

 

WE ARE BOTH FULLY QUALIFIED WITH OVER 40 YEARS  
OF EXPERIENCE BETWEEN US 

 

PROFESSIONAL ADVICE AND PERSONAL  ATTENTION  
IN ALL ASPECTS OF HAIRDRESSING 

 

PERMS: COLOURS: HI-LITES: CASUAL PUT-UPS WEDDING HAIR: RESTYLES Etc 

FOR ALL THE FAMILY AT UNBEATABLE PRICES 
SENIOR CITIZEN RATES TUESDAY ONLY 

EAR PIERCING AVAILABLE 
 

EASY OFF ROAD PARKING 
 

LOYALITY CARD, STAMP EVERY SERVICE 

ALL DEBIT/CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED   
GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE 

 

FOR ALL ADVICE AND APPOINTMENTS   

CALL US ON 01449 766977 

OR VISIT US AT  

Ropers Farm, Church Road, Mendlesham, IP14 5SF 
www.hairstudioatmendlesham.co.uk 
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Open Mon  - Fri  9am-4pm,   Sat  9am  - 12pm    

Closed Sundays  and Bank Holidays 

 

D.I.ALSTON Ltd     the cedars     BROCKFORD 

 

20ft Containers for self storage: 

£100/month inc VAT  

 

We can also store your caravan on hardstanding. 

Enquiries:  07788 974169 

 

To let: 
 

Offices and Workshops  ALSO   
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