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USEFUL CONTACTS 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS  ~  Sue Stannard                 01449 767752 

CHURCH WARDENS ~  Ken Goudy                                01449 673648 

                                  ~  Michael Churchill                     01449 768869 

Wetheringsett VC Primary School                                 01449 766215 

Headteacher  ~  Mrs Hookway    Chair of Governors  ~  Jo Pitt 

PARISH TREE WARDEN  ~  Elizabeth Aldred                   01728  860482 

TOWNLANDS TRUST ~  

PARISH FOOTPATH WARDEN  ~  Elizabeth Aldred          01728  860482 

RSPCA Suffolk East & Ipswich branch ~ Ian Hendry       01449 767747 

NON-EMERGENCY POLICE Reporting, Information or Enquiries 101 

MENDLESHAM HEALTH CENTRE                                       01449 767722 

 

Editor contact: Cally Buch 01449 766417 

wetheringsettnews@gmail.com  

Deadline for copy 15th of every month.     

Typed announcements by email only .pdf or word .doc preferably please. 

HALF PAGE ADVERTS SHOULD BE IN LANDSCAPE FORMAT 

Any contributions from the village community are welcomed.   

The newsletter is for the community and serves to inform and give 

news and the occasional interesting fact or two.  Editor reserves the 

right to amend pieces due to space restrictions.  If pieces for inclusion 

are not formatted, Editor reserves the right to amend as best fits the 

edition.   Views expressed within are not necessarily those of the editor 

and contributions are made from various sources. 

Invoice / advert queries please contact Clare Rogers 01728 861382  

Distribution is organised by Eddie and Sue Payne 01449 767794          

Parish website;  
http://wetheringsettcumbrockford.onesuffolk.net/home/ 
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My 5 year old great nephew asked his grandma  ………… 

“Are you going to get the Asda-vinegar injection?”      
  

Do you have any memories of your children’s childhood that you 
would be happy to share? 

Send to: -  wetheringsettnews@gmail.com  

Children ~ The things they say ! 

Welcome to the April 2021 
issue of your Newsletter 

Spring flowers, warmer days, lighter 
evenings and the anticipation of easing 
out of this lock down and returning to 
a level of pre-pandemic life… so much 

to look forward to ….we can deal with a few April showers ! 
Lots of interesting articles in this month’s issue including the invi-
tation to win a £25 book token with a short story writing competi-
tion—kindly sponsored by Brockford Services, (for all your lawn 
mower needs).  Details on p.20 
 

I have an apology to make— there were some problems with last 
months issue of the newsletter which resulted in the final line of 
print in many articles and some adverts being lost.  So if you felt 
something you read didn’t seem quite right, well ….you were right!  
I’m truly sorry this happened and steps have been taken! 
Enjoy April and stay safe Cally (Editor) 

Newsletter  Distribution 

Do you live in the village of Wetheringsett? If so, 

could you help with the distribution of the newslet-

ter to houses around the school/church area.  This is 

a compact round of 22newsletters, but there are some steps 

and slopes to negotiate. 

 

Delivery takes place one a month, for 11 months of the year. 

The newsletters would be delivered to you for distribution. 

 

If you think you can help please contact  

Sue or Eddie Payne on 01449 767794 

Many thanks. 
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Wetheringsett Wildlife  

You are never far from a reference to deer in Britain – “The Buck’s 

Head” being a prime example of the numerous pub names that re-

flect the place of deer in our culture. There are also place names, 

paintings, forests, Morris dances and items such as walking stick 

handles that reflect our long association with deer. 

There are seven species of deer in 

Britain of which only two are truly 

native. Locally two are common – 

Muntjac (an introduction) and Roe 

(a native). Centuries of hunting 

have made deer cautious animals 

but the recent wet weather has pro-

vided plenty of evidence of their 

presence in the form of footprints or “slots”. Occasionally I also see 

droppings but also I see deer themselves, albeit in the distance. 

Muntjac are originally from South-East Asia but were brought to 

Woburn in 1894. After escaping they have become widespread 

southwards from the Midlands. Unlike other deer they do not gath-

er in herds. You are most likely to see ones or twos. Armed with 

tusks they are capable of inflicting some damage if cornered de-

spite their small size. 

Roe deer are slightly bigger and they do 

gather in small herds. They are the most 

numerous species in Britain. They will 

often graze with other animals such as 

sheep where these are present. In com-

mon with most deer Roe are timid crea-

tures, using their senses of sight, hear-

ing and smell to avoid us. However, if 

surprised they have the ability to remain 

motionless.   

Deer slot 

Roe deer Cont. over 
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Ring: JASON 07791 339432 

JASON HAS LOGS FOR SALE 

Thus I was greatly surprised  
recently to come across this deer 

in one of the paths leading from Station Road. I was downwind and 
behind the deer but it clearly saw me and stayed where it was but 
not stock still. It moved its head to watch me. I wondered if it was ill 
but upon my return some 48 hours later it was gone. 
 

The BBC news recently featured a white deer in Rendlesham For-
est. Pure white deer are caused by albinism, a congenital condition 
defined by the absence of pigment, resulting in an all-white appear-
ance and pink eyes. True albino deer are rarely reported. Instead, 
most white deer exhibit a condition commonly known as leucism, a 
recessive genetic trait found in about one percent of all white-tails. 
As with albinism, leucism can be found in nearly all mammals. 
Leucistic animals lack pigment over all or part of their bodies. Leu-
cistic deer can be varying levels of white – some contain white 
splotches, some are half brown and half white, some appear nearly 
all white. I have seen lighter coloured Roe in one of the local herds 
and last year saw a lighter coloured fawn with them. 
 

Happy spotting and slotting! 
spotterstan@gmail.com 

Wetheringsett Wildlife cont. 

Deer slot 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piebaldism
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Neighbourhood Plan 

The process of writing the Neighbourhood Plan continues and we 
are now starting to look at gathering information from the villag-
ers. We would be really grateful if you could answer the ques-
tions so we can ensure your opinions are included. 
 

 

Many thanks 
 

What are the 5 best things about living in Wetheringsett 

cum Brockford?  
 

What are the 5 things about Wetheringsett cum Brock-

ford that you would like to keep/protect or maintain? 
 

What are the 5 things about Wetheringsett cum Brock-

ford that you would like to change? 
 

What are the 5 things that make Wetheringsett cum 

Brockford different to anywhere else / different to any 

where else that you have lived? 
 

What is the most important thing that the Neighbour-

hood Plan must achieve? 
Please send your responses to  

robert.townshend@townshendla.com 

Snippets from The Village History this month is an extract describing 

(in part) The Village Design Statement ,of 1997, — the precursor 
of our current Neighbourhood Plan 

mailto:robert.townshend@townshendla.com
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Snippets from the Village History: 
CHANGES IN LIFESTYLE 

The Village Economy 
(With extracts from the VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT) 

 
In May 1997, the Countryside Commission gave a presentation 
about the Village Design Statement scheme at the Annual Par-
ish Meeting.  The Scheme was aimed at encouraging the village 
community to produce a statement about the nature of the vil-
lage and how it would like to see it develop.  The final statement 
would be offered to Mid Suffolk District Council as supplemen-
tary guidelines for planning permission. 
 

The scheme included: - 
 Guidelines on the rural economy and roads 
 Settlement guidelines and code of practice for developers 
 Landscape and wildlife development 
 Guidelines for community development 
 

RURAL ECONOMY AND ROADS 
Small businesses have emerged as the major source of employ-
ment within the village.  Many are sole traders or partnerships 
which tend to employ only a small number of people.  A sub-
stantial proportion of village residents either work within the vil-
lage or are retired.  The remainder work outside, principally in 
Ipswich. 
The narrow roads do not facilitate larger businesses and the re-
tail facilities within the village are limited. 
The existing road pastern is mainly country lanes, except for the 
main one (A140).  This adds to the particularly rural character of 
the village which we wish to maintain. 
There is very little street furniture in existence, and what exists is 
well integrated. 
The further prosperity of the village could be encouraged by 
making it easier and more attractive for small businesses to 
start. 
 

More next month 
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EXERCISE 

We like to see horse riders off the roads and on our fields, but not on the public foot-
paths. 
We would also like to see 
some good weather to 
encourage our Croquet 
league to get started. 
Those with a mean 
streak  are welcome! 

Swimming and Tennis 

We are now taking 2021 Registrations for the Cedars 
swimming pool, available for anybody living in the Parish, or working in 
one of our light industrial units.   Swimming, once registered, is free, as is 
the use of the adjacent tennis court.  
We hope that all are appreciative of the use of our 
pool.  

How Stupid 
We had an application from somebody in Rickinghall but when we 
said this was only for our parishioners, he replied:  How stupid!  

Contact: tonyalston@hotmail.com 
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28th March 1921 - 28th March 2021 
A centenary of Community Service 
On Easter Monday one hundred years ago, villagers 
turned out to celebrate the opening of their Village 
Hall. Since that date many people, young and old, 
have passed through its doors, and over the years 
funds have been raised to repair, restore and improve 
the fabric of the building. 
 

It is sad that the present pandemic means we cannot 
meet to celebrate the centenary in March, but while 
it has been closed, work has been underway to en-

sure the Village Hall is ready to open again when regulations permit. Thanks 
are due to Jamie for all his work on the building and we wish him a speedy 
recovery from his recent health issues. Thanks, are also due to the work un-
dertaken by the Village Hall Committee who have prepared a Covid 19 Risk 
Assessment for the Hall. This was approved by the Parish Council at the begin-
ning of March. When you next enter the Hall, you will see the familiar red and 
yellow signs, along with guidance aimed at keeping users safe. 
 

So, dig out those old photos and memories and we look forwards to a village 
celebration before the year is out. 

 

As well as looking back we have some exciting news for the future. There has 
been an anonymous offer of matched funding of a substantial amount for the 
existing hall to be completely refurbished and parts rebuilt. Over the next few 
weeks this will be further explored, and we will hope to involve villagers in 
making this a reality.        S.P. 
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BITTER LITTER 
Even the harsh winds and snow 
of February did not stop the 
increasing number of people 
from getting out and walking 
the paths and lanes around us. 

Whilst the continuing pandemic has reduced our choices 
overall, for many a stroll in the countryside has brought 
much pleasure and a re-engagement with the beauty that is on our door-
step. And with spring upon us there will be even more to come. 

What a pity then that amongst the beauty lurks” The 
Beast”….litter. Why do people choose to make litter? 
Laziness? Selfishness? Whatever, at the end, if we care 
for about our immediate environment, we are left with 
the problem of what to do with it. 

Past organised Litter Picks in the village have seen volunteers addressing 
the problem and hopefully such events can again be possible in the future 
when Covid 19 permits. Picking up an item of litter to bring home may not 
seem that attractive, and sometimes not practical; but never-
theless it can be a positive statement to make. 
However, litter does not only rear its ugly head with small 
items; pieces of furniture, bulging black bin bags etc etc. are 
also just as likely to appear in hedgerows and fields around the village. Un-
fortunately, ‘fly tipping’ is clearly a litter problem on a bigger scale. Howev-
er, help is at hand through the local council where reports of litter can be 
left and acted upon (midsuffolk.gov.uk). The advice given on the site is 
worth consulting, particularly that which warns that it is important not to 
confront anyone leaving litter if you think your personal safety might be 
at risk. 
Also, the reporting of incidents to the council achieves something else: like 

almost everything else these days it creates data! This data 
then gets passed on to central government which triggers a re-
sponse to deal with the problem through associated funding. In 
other words unless the problem is recognised, (through re-
porting it), in effect it does not exist and will not get dealt with! 

In any event, Spring is on its way, so let’s continue to enjoy our local walks. 
E.P. 
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Ipswich Mobile Library Route 7 
   

7H Brockford St  Old Griffin  1245 – 1300 

7I Wetheringsett  Hockey Hill  1405 – 1420 

7J Wetheringsett  Wetherup St  1430 – 1445 

7K Wetheringsett  Park Green  1450 – 1505 
Email: help@suffolklibraries.co.uk 

Telephone: 01473 263838 
Calling every 4 weeks on Thursdays 

 

Next visits: Thursday 8th April 

Michael Brame 

60 Pretyman Avenue, Bacton, IP 14 4NY 

“A” rated UPVC windows, doors and conservato-
ries with ‘A’ rated installation ‘C’ rated prices 

Complete replacement of fascias, soffits, guttering 
and downpipes 

Needing quotes for any of the above? 
Contact Michael on  

01449 781533   mob. 07931 784470 

 ADVERTISING RATES  
for the Wetheringsett-Cum-Brockford Newsletter 

 

A5 Full Page         11 Issues  - £ 100.00   5 Issues  -  £  50.00 
A5 Half Page         11 Issues  - £   50.00   5 Issues  -  £  25.00 
A5 Quarter Page        11 Issues  - £   40.00   5 Issues -  £  20.00 
Back cover         11 Issues  - £ 150.00   5 Issues -  £  75.00 

 

 RING CLARE ROGERS ON 01728 861382  
clarelouiserogers@btinternet.com  

     WE WELCOME NEW ADVERTISERS    

mailto:help@suffolklibraries.co.uk?subject=Mobile%20library%20enquiry
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TAYLORMADE KITCHENS 
BEDROOMS  ~  BATHROOMS 

Professional, Meticulous Installations or supply only 
 

Tel: 01728 860856   Mob: 07860 602317  ~  taylormadekitchens.neil@gmail.com 

Traditional to Ultramodern 
 

Standard sizes or Bespoke 
(Plywood carcase option) 
 

Graite,Quartz,Timber,Corian 
or Laminate worktops 
 

Most makes of appliances 
 

Built-in wardrobes 
 

Large range of bathroom  
suites and showers 
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Wetheringsett cum Brockford Parish Council 
Report on the virtual meeting held  

Monday 1st March 2021 
 

Police  – notification had been received from Suffolk Constabulary that the area 
has been the target of thefts of tools from trade vans.  Suffolk Police ask vehicle 
owners to be vigilant and to ensure their vans are safely locked and parked se-
curely. 

Mid Suffolk Light Railway – notification had been received from the Middy that 
maintenance work would be taking place during March involving the temporary 
closure of Footpath 46 where it crosses the line extension – the closure would 
probably last for 2 weeks. 

Dog Waste Bins – two further dog bins will be purchased and installed over the 
next few weeks, one for the Park Lane area, near the Town Lane junction and 
the other in Church Street opposite the Manor drive. 

Village Hall sound system  - thanks had been recorded to District Cllr Andrew 
Stringer for the grant of £2893 for the purchase of a sound system for the vil-
lage hall.   This facility will help all manner of events when the village hall is able 
to re-open to the public including the village fete and Curtains Up productions 
as well as being a facility available to individuals hiring the hall for events. 

Footpath Only signs – following the report in last month’s magazine of horses 
and bikes using local footpaths resulting in damage to the surface, making it 
difficult for those on foot, signs have been purchased as a reminder to every-
one using the footpath network.  

Trees – Cllr Mrs Aldred reported the Suffolk Tree Warden scheme would be 
producing an orchard pack of trees for autumn planting.    

Neighbourhood Plan – members commended the new working group on their 
work to date, this was very encouraging news for the village enabling parishion-
ers to be involved in decision making, particularly planning applications, and 
shaping in the future of the village. 

Town Lane  – Cllr Stringer was unable to give any further news on the container 
stacking at present.  A progress report would be available for the next meeting.   
It was noted there had been an increase in lorry movement to the site.    

Date of next meeting – TUESDAY 6 APRIL 2021 at 7pm via video call.  
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April 2021 
Hello, 
It has been wonderful having the children back! It has been lovely to see their smiling 
faces and the enjoyment of seeing each other. We are very excited to be welcoming 5 
new pupils after Easter and look forward to welcoming three new families into the  
community.  

Science week  

We had great fun during science 
week carrying out a range of 
different experiments. The chil-
dren enjoyed learning about col-
our.  

How school is coping with the COVID pandemic.  
The new normal. Even in a rural setting the risk of infection from COVID-19 was always a 
real and ever present possibility. The school had to take action to close the two classes 
recently due to positive cases within the school community. The DFE guidance states 
that pupils and staff who have had close contact with positive cases must self-isolate for 
10 days. The staff and parents did this immediately and as a result only one further posi-
tive case was reported.  
The school has a remote learning provision called Google Classroom and throughout the 
lockdowns and during the 10 day period have maintained a good on-line learning provi-
sion.  
We are hopeful that now there have been cases within the community that as a school 
we are more resilient to further infection and that there is a 'normality' back for the 
Summer term.  

If national events cause further school closure or local infections 
occur again however we are well prepared and education of our 
pupils will continue in whichever way is required.  Education in 
our local community, uninterrupted since 1859. Quite a legacy! 
Playground developments 

After the tyre donation we were also donated lots of top soil from 
the help of a local farmer Patrick Hitchcock. We have started to 
make the flower beds ready for the children to start planting on 
their return from Easter. We are very thankful to all the parents 
and local residents who have donated materials, seeds and bulbs.  

Continued over... 
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It’s a Dog’s Life  
Hello everyone, seems that Spring is 
here at last! 
I’ve already found a few sunny spots in 
the garden for a bit of sunbathing... the 
back step is quite a favourite. 
However we have a visitor to the garden, 
a pheasant. He’s very noisy and seems to 

think the garden belongs to him! I have news for him... 
The other day he was hiding behind the summer house and gave me 
quite a turn when he shot out, squawking and flapping about. I’m 
keeping a close eye from now on. 
I actually quite like watching the birds on the bird feeder from the 
comfort of the sofa . Mum’s always putting food out...wish I could 
wangle treats as easily!  They don’t seem to mind me watching 
them...I’ve tried a few exploratory barks just to see what happens but 
annoyingly, they don’t do anything...oh well. 
Mum’s started digging and putting plants in the garden and for some 
reason  my assistance isn’t required...apparently me walking over new-
ly planted areas isn’t helpful...I think she forgets that it’s my job to 
investigate everything! 
Must dash...postman has just delivered a parcel so I need to see if it’s 
for me... 

Woofles of Wetheringsett 

Children’s University challenge 

The school is excited about joining the Children’s University challenge. This provides 
opportunities for all children to take part in a range of extra-curricular challenges that 
are fun and practical. Each challenge the children complete will earn them credits to 
go towards their passports. At the end of the year children will have the opportunity 
to graduate.              
Yours sincerely, 
Mrs Sheeran  



 20 

D.I.ALSTON Ltd     the cedars     BROCKFORD 
20ft Containers for self storage: 

£100/month inc VAT  
 

We can also store your caravan on hardstanding. 
Enquiries:  07788 974169 

To let: 

Offices and Workshops  ALSO   

Holiday  Accommodation  
at Brockford  Railway Siding    

Tel: 01449 766231 

tonyalston@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

Kindly sponsored by Brockford Services 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Two  prizes of a £25 book token 

(One each for adult and Junior/child) 

Maximum 500 words 

Entries to wetheringsettnews@gmail.com by 15th May 

Short Story Competition 

mailto:tonyalston@hotmail.com
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Short Story Competition  ~  Here’s one that was prepared 

earlier - to start you off ... 

Cup Final Day 
 

Still nil-nil with three minutes to go. The cup final. Suddenly Gill broke 
down the right. The ball fizzed across the area, behind the full back, past 
the keeper. Julie was running goalward at full speed, full stretch, the 
crowd was deafening… 
 

Julie awoke and stared down at her knee. The bandages were tight and 
the throbbing was almost unbearable. A tear slid down her cheek. 
The road back to fitness was long and hard. Days rolled into weeks and 
weeks into months. 
 

Francine, the new signing was doing really well. Younger, stronger, fitter 
and imbued with the ability to lose her marker at the crucial moment and 
go on to score. The opponents feared her.  
 

Sarah was playing really well in the reserves too, ready to step into Fran-
cine’s shoes should the need arise.  
 

The team was doing just fine without Julie – through to the final for a sec-
ond year running. 
 

Julie consoled herself with the fact that she was at least back on the train-
ing field and it was there that the boss strode across the field towards her 
on the day before the final. 
 

“Francine’s gone down with a stomach bug so Sarah will start tomorrow 
but you will be on the bench. Any questions?” 
 

Julie was dumbstruck. 
Twenty minutes to go. Nil-nil. 
“Warm up” barked the boss. 
 

With 10 minutes to go Julie took the field. From the off it was obvious that 
she was not her old self. The speed, the deftness of touch that had 
marked her out was now gone. She just hadn’t had enough games to get 
back to her old self. The thought that she might never be able to crossed 
her mind.  
 

The clock ticked on. Extra time loomed large. Anyone’s game and it all to 
play for. 
 

Still nil-nil with three minutes to go. The Cup Final. Suddenly Gill broke 
down the right. The ball fizzed across the area, behind the full back, past 
the keeper. Julie was running goalward at full speed, full stretch, the 
crowd was deafening... 
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Wetheringsett Manor School is 

now opened to pupils. 
 

Unfortunately, due to COVID, we regret that we have been unable to show 

residents and others around the school after the refurbishment but hope 

that this is something that will be able to go ahead in the future. 
 

If you require further information call: -     01449 703935 

 

NEWS FROM THE MIDDY 
 
 

Middy in the War Years  

Sunday & Monday 30th, 31st May 2021 
 

The Middy’s celebration of its part in 
WW2 serving the USAF air bases on the 
route of the line has been one of the ma-

jor events of the Middy calendar for many years. We had a great show 
planned for the 75th anniversary of VE Day in 2020 and, subject to coro-
navirus conditions prevailing this time around, we hope to be able to pre-
sent much of what was 
scheduled before. 
This year the emphasis will 
be on the homecoming cel-
ebrations with music of the 
period, but plenty of mili-
tary kit and, weather per-
mitting  a flypast from the 
Battle of Britain Memorial 
Flight. (T.B.C.) Contact can be made through the website or email  

 Stephen at mslr.middybar@gmail.com 
ADVANCED BOOKING ONLY 
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Open Mon  - Fri  9am-4pm,   Sat  9am  - 12pm    

Closed Sundays  and Bank Holidays 

 

Swimming Lessons 

Private one-to-one swimming lessons nr Wetheringsett 

For all ages and abilities 

30 min sessions 

Available on weekday evenings and weekends  

Experienced, STA Qualified, CRB checked and Insured 

Call 07910 376 906 or  

Email theswimteacher@yahoo.com for details 
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BEV & KIRSTY  

 

FORMERLEY CURL UP & DYE 

 

 

WE ARE BOTH FULLY QUALIFIED WITH OVER 40 YEARS  
OF EXPERIENCE BETWEEN US 

 

PROFESSIONAL ADVICE AND PERSONAL  ATTENTION  

IN ALL ASPECTS OF HAIRDRESSING 

 

PERMS: COLOURS: HI-LITES: CASUAL PUT-UPS WEDDING HAIR: RESTYLES Etc 

FOR ALL THE FAMILY AT UNBEATABLE PRICES 

SENIOR CITIZEN RATES TUESDAY ONLY 

EAR PIERCING AVAILABLE 
 

EASY OFF ROAD PARKING 
 

LOYALITY CARD, STAMP EVERY SERVICE 

ALL DEBIT/CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED   

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE 

 

FOR ALL ADVICE AND APPOINTMENTS   
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Do you need help 
with Babysitting 
or Ironing? 
 

My name is Georgie 
 
    I’m a Year 11 

student and I am looking for 
work. 
If you need any 
ironing done or 

babysitting, 
please give me a 
call or text me 

on 
07541 834453  

You can also email  - 
georgiebullock12345@gmail.com  
Thank you 

Dates for the Diary 
April 
Thursday 1st All Fools’ Day 
Sunday 4th Easter Sunday 
Monday 5th Easter Monday 
Sunday 21st Queen’s 95th Birthday 
Friday 23rd St George’s Day 

What should you do to prepare for all the Easter treats?  
       Eggs-ercise! 
What happens if you get married on Easter?  
       You live hoppily ever after. 

What did the Easter Bunny say to the carrot?  
    Nice gnawing you. 

mailto:georgiebullock12345@gmail.com
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Woodlands 
In the English language, we have many words that describe areas of 
trees. ‘Wood’ and ‘forest’ being the most common. A copse, however, 
is a thicket (meaning growing closely together) of bushes, or a small 
island of trees. A copse of trees can provide a good hiding place for wild 
animals in an arable landscape. In fact, last Autumn, when a field was 
being ploughed, I watched three dislodged & fearful deer, disturbed by 
the tractor, wander out of the copse at its centre.  Copse (also known 
as a coppice) derives from Latin meaning ‘having the quality of being 
cut’. It consists of underwood and small trees grown for periodical 
cutting. Once this is understood it cannot be confused with a forest nor 
wood. In addition, a spinney is a small copse planted as shelter for 
game birds.  
A small group of trees with minimal or no undergrowth is a grove, or a 
small orchard planted for the cultivation of fruits or nuts. On 12th 
night, some people in Britain still practise the tradition of ‘Wassailing’. 
A practice with its roots in a pagan custom of visiting orchards to sing 
to the trees and spirits in the hope of ensuring a good harvest the fol-
lowing season. The link between trees and humans is not entirely lost.  
Groups of trees are rich, diverse habitats supporting more inverte-
brates than any other. From lush temperate forests to orchards and old 
hunting grounds, like that of Hatfield Forest, which is the best pre-
served medieval hunting forest in Europe. There you will see hundreds 
of ancient pollards (trees that have had their upper branches pruned to 
prevent cattle and deer from eating regrowth.)   
Each wooded area is varied and complex, shaped by geology, soils, cli-
mate and people over generations. With special and often spectacular 
wildlife, they are magical places. We should look to them for their reas-
suring presence in these times of uncertainty. 
In areas of Suffolk we still have wet woodlands. Wild, transient, boggy 
and rare. Wet woodlands are now our least common wooded habitats. 
Trees like alde, willows and birch dominate on wet soils, whilst sedges, 
ferns and mosses flourish beneath. There is a wet 
woodland at Dunwich supporting such biodiversity.  

  A Celebration of Nature 

Wetheringsett Nature Lover 
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Debenham & District 

Need help with 
your PC? 

Friendly advice & training  

Repairs & upgrades 

No fix, no fee 

Windows – Web – Email 

Microsoft Word & Excel expert 

Home network – WiFi  – TV links 

At your Home or Business 
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Friends of Debenham Library 

 

Libraries are open for “Select and Collect” service and reservations so that peo-
ple can request and pick up items from their library. 

We expect that libraries will open fully again on 12 
April (Covid Step 2) but our plans are dependent on 
any changes in infection rates or government guid-
ance. There is no rush to bring items back as loan peri-
ods are extended to six weeks and charges suspended. 
Browsing inside libraries and the use of computers are 
unavailable for the time being until reopening, and 
mobile library services and home library service are 
suspended at present.  

Please come and sponsor our Scarecrow at the Library! 
(Another wonderful creation by Sarah Carruthers). See 
a video slideshow of him at https://youtu.be/2_zrOgx-
Xd4 or on the Facebook page below.  

For free audiobooks, ebooks, films, newspapers/
magazines and other online services, use your library 
card at  www.suffolklibraries.co.uk. There are also pod-
casts and videos available on the YouTube channel 
www.youtube.com/user/SuffolkLibraries.  

School corner, Debenham IP14 6PL (next to the Primary School). Opening hours: 

Tuesday:  0930 am – 1300 pm  Wednesday :  1500  – 1800 pm* 

Saturday:  0900 am – 1300 pm  Sunday:  1200 – 1600 pm 

* Please note that the library will close at 6pm on Wednesdays until further notice, during the 
winter. 

Tel: 01728 861940      www.suffolklibraries.co.uk/visit/locations-and-times/
debenham-library 
Facebook: @DebenhamLibraryFriends        Email: deben-
ham.library@suffolklibraries.co.uk 

 

See www.suffolklibraries.co.uk/coronavirus for the latest details 

https://youtu.be/2_zrOgx-Xd4
https://youtu.be/2_zrOgx-Xd4
http://www.suffolklibraries.co.uk
http://www.youtube.com/user/SuffolkLibraries
http://www.suffolklibraries.co.uk/coronavirus
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WETHERINGSETT PARISH COUNCILLORS 

mailto:broadoaksuffolk@googlemail.com
mailto:tonyalston@hotmail.com
mailto:sally.lacey@btconnect.com
mailto:mikepease@btinternet.com
mailto:greenhils2911@gmail.com
mailto:rachelleech67@btinternet.com
mailto:clairehestcourt@gmail.com
mailto:dsbwsettpc@gmail.com
mailto:lynne.cockerton@btopenworld.com
mailto:Andrew.Stringer@midsuffolk.gov.uk
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