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USEFUL CONTACTS 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS  ~  Sue Stannard                 01449 767752 

CHURCH WARDENS ~  Ken Goudy                                01449 673648 

                                  ~  Michael Churchill                     01449 768869 

Wetheringsett VC Primary School                                 01449 766215 

Headteacher  ~  Mrs Hookway    Chair of Governors  ~  Jo Pitt 

PARISH TREE WARDEN  ~  Elizabeth Aldred                   01728  860482 

TOWNLANDS TRUST ~  

PARISH FOOTPATH WARDEN  ~  Elizabeth Aldred          01728  860482 

RSPCA Suffolk East & Ipswich branch ~ Ian Hendry       01449 767747 

NON-EMERGENCY POLICE Reporting, Information or Enquiries 101 

MENDLESHAM HEALTH CENTRE                                       01449 767722 

 

Editor contact: Cally Buch 01449 766417 

wetheringsettnews@gmail.com  

Deadline for copy 15th of every month.     

Typed announcements by email only .pdf or word .doc preferably please. 

HALF PAGE ADVERTS SHOULD BE IN LANDSCAPE FORMAT 

Any contributions from the village community are welcomed.   

The newsletter is for the community and serves to inform and give 

news and the occasional interesting fact or two.  Editor reserves the 

right to amend pieces due to space restrictions.  If pieces for inclusion 

are not formatted, Editor reserves the right to amend as best fits the 

edition.   Views expressed within are not necessarily those of the editor 

and contributions are made from various sources. 

Invoice / advert queries please contact Clare Rogers 01728 861382  

Distribution is organised by Eddie and Sue Payne 01449 767794          

Parish website;  
http://wetheringsettcumbrockford.onesuffolk.net/home/ 
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May,  ...already!  More signs of good 
days to come (especially when these 
chilly winds abate!).  And a growing 

sense of greater safety as so many people receive their vaccina-
tions against coronavirus. 

Personally, I want to say, a huge thank you to all those who volun-
teered to help get these vaccines out there: those who stood out in 
car parks for hours on end; all those that helped in vaccination cen-
tres; clinicians that, after work, went and put needles into arms!  
SO many people working so hard, that as a country, we have 
achieved so much.   

The Thursday communal clapping seems such a long time ago, but 
those front-line workers are still out there working hard in adverse 
conditions.  It has – and continues to be for many – such a hard 
time, but collectively we have much to be grateful for. 

Enjoy this month and all the colour it brings.  Enjoy our articles on 
nature and ………do have a go at writing a short story and encourage 
your children to do the same.  It will be such a shame if those book 
token prizes have nowhere to go!, 

Welcome to the May 2021 

issue of your Newsletter 

Cally (Editor) 

Lost Things 
They are lost, but also not lost but somewhere in the world. Most of 
them are small, though two are larger, one a coat and one a dog. Of 
the small things, one is a certain ring, one a certain button. They are 
lost from me and where I am, but they are also not gone. They are 
somewhere else, and they are there to someone else, it may be. But if 
not there to someone else, the ring is, still, not lost to itself, but there, 
only not where I am, and the button, too, there, still, only not where I 
am.           Lydia Davis 

Short Story Competition  see page 21 for details 

Here’s another one that was prepared earlier - to start you off ... 
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Wetheringsett Wildlife  

Deer slot 

Roe deer 

We are fortunate to have Mickfield 

Meadow on our doorstep. Mickfield 

Meadow became Suffolk’s first na-

ture reserve in 1923. It is noted for 

goldilocks buttercups, ragged robin, 

wood anemones but most especially 

snake’s head fritillary. 

I first visited the meadow about 20 

years ago and have to admit I was a 

little disappointed in the display of 

fritillaries that year. Whilst there I 

met two ladies who had lived in the 

village all their lives and they said 

that when they were children 

there were far more fritillaries to enjoy. However, last year the 

display was simply stunning. The whole place was awash with 

purple blooms with a splash of white ones too. 

As I write this (22
nd

 April) I have been told that the fritillaries are 
currently in bud so by the time you read this the display should 
be in its full glory. With the sun now shining and the temperature 
rising grab a sandwich and a bottle of water and take an after-
noon walk down to see for yourself! 

spotterstan@gmail.com 

 

Snake’s head fritillary 

 

Daisy facts ... 
Daisies are ingrained in our culture and have often 
played a big part in our childhood. Who doesn't re-
member making daisy chains and wreathes of dai-
sies or plucking the petals while saying the familiar 
"He loves me...he loves me not..."? But did you 
know that the name daisy comes from the "day's 
eye", as it opens with the sun and closes when the 
sun goes down?  
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Ring: JASON 07791 339432 

JASON HAS LOGS FOR SALE 

TAYLORMADE KITCHENS 
BEDROOMS  ~  BATHROOMS 

Professional, Meticulous Installations or supply only 
 

Tel: 01728 860856   Mob: 07860 602317  ~  taylormadekitchens.neil@gmail.com 

Traditional to Ultramodern 
 

Standard sizes or Bespoke 
(Plywood carcase option) 
 

Graite,Quartz,Timber,Corian 
or Laminate worktops 
 

Most makes of appliances 
 

Built-in wardrobes 
 

Large range of bathroom  
suites and showers 

Deer slot 
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What is the Neighbourhood Plan? 

The Wetheringsett-cum-Brockford Neighbourhood Plan is 
a planning policy document written by the community to 
guide future development in the area over the next 20 
years. It covers the whole parish. If successful at referen-
dum, the Neighbourhood Plan will become part of the 
statutory development plan for the area. It will be used to 
determine planning applications. 
 

Who is involved? 

A Steering Group has been commissioned by the Parish Council, involving Par-
ish Councillors and local residents.  The group are involved in listening to the 
community to form the content of the Plan. 
Members include: Robert Townshend (chair), Hilary Green, Mike Laycock, 
Nigel Lingard, Emma Morris, Cathy Smith and Win Stenning 
 

Community consultation 

The Steering Group are currently undertaking several pieces of consultation: 

 Placecheck: help us get started by putting a pin and a comment on the 
map.  https://www.placecheck.info/app/maps/wetheringsett 

 Neighbourhood Plan Survey: we are seeking initial views from local 
people about how they feel about the parish. The survey is attached 
please fill it in and return it to us via email:  

 wetheringsettcumbrockfordndp@gmail.com 
 A business survey: As we go through the process, we hope to hold a 

drop-in event on policy ideas and an exhibition for the draft Neighbour-

A draft Vision for Wetheringsett-cum-Brockford 

Wetheringsett will continue to be a quiet and peaceful place where 
the landscape, wildlife, open spaces, and heritage valued by its res-
idents are protected and enhanced.  
The school, the church and the village hall are at the heart of vil-
lage activities and include and serve the whole parish.  
New development is sustainable and well-designed, respecting the 
area’s existing character, whilst meeting the economic and social 
needs of a range of people who choose to live, work, and partici-
pate in this thriving rural community. 

https://www.placecheck.info/app/maps/wetheringsett
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Neighbourhood Plan Process 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Neighbourhood Plan area 

The area covered by the Neigh-
bourhood Plan is the whole of 
the parish of  
Wetheringsett-cum-Brockford. 
 

Did you know   …? 

To 'testify' was based on men in the Roman court swearing 

to a statement made by swearing on their testicles. 
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Work at the Middy 

 A new footbridge 

 Track extension with 

 A new public foot-

path across the track 
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Advertise your 
business 

HERE! 
 

See page 13 for 

details 

Are you fed-up with doing the same old walks? 

Walking in Suffolk is the website for you! 

www.walkinginengland.co.uk/suffolk  
With hundreds of walks to download and print, free, it also has books of walks, 
contact details for all the walking groups in the county and much more. Walk-
ing alone or with a group all the information is there in one place. 
John said ‘There is so much walking information on the web but it is difficult to 
find. Walking in Suffolk (part of the Walking in England suite of websites 
(www.walkinginengland.co.uk)  – one for each county in England) has brought 
it together in one place so whether you are walking from home, or away on 
holiday, you will be able to find a walk suitable for you’. 
With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long, and a note of suitability 
for pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone can find a walk to enjoy. 
So home or away, check out the websites and get walking!               John Harris 
www.walkinginengland.co.uk  email: john@walkinginengland.co.uk 

https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/suffolk
http://www.walkinginengland.co.uk
http://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/
mailto:john@walkinginengland.co.uk
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Wetheringsett Nature Lover 

Hedgehogs 

How many hedgehogs have you observed in recent years? They can be 
spotted in Wetheringsett and there is certainly evidence they wander around 
locally, but sadly, their numbers have fallen dramatically with the loss of hab-
itat. In the past decade, we have lost over half of rural hedgehogs and a third 
from towns and cities. They have now been added to the Red List for British 
Mammals as ‘vulnerable to extinction’. It would be devastating to lose them.  

With the arrival of Spring, the natural world awakens from it’s slumbers and 
with it, hedgehogs.  They are true hibernators as they enter a state of torpor 
rather than sleep, dropping their 
temperatures to match their sur-
roundings.  With the fluctuating 
temperatures this year, they are 
probably as confused as we 
are!  They hibernate from October/
November until March/April. Any 
disturbance during this time can 
use up precious energy reserves.  

Widely seen as allies in the gar-
den, their diet is made up of inver-
tebrates such as slugs, leatherjackets, worms and earwigs etc.   

Positive steps can be taken by everyone to restore a ‘hog friendly’ environ-
ment.  We know that the secure fencing of our modern gardens reduces the 
roaming capabilities (this can be anything up to a mile a night in their quest 
for food and a mate), but we can encourage their movement by cutting a 
small hole in the garden fence through which they can travel, making a 
hedgehog highway!  They thrive where there are well managed mosaics of 
hedges, fields, and woodlands. If our own gardens are chemical (and slug 
pellet) free and if we leave a wild area with wood piles and rough cover, we 
offer the ideal spot for them to feel at home. Avoid disturbing piles of wood 
and certainly if you pile your garden cuttings and prunings for a bonfire in 
Autumn, always check before lighting, hedgehogs are attracted to this seem-
ingly inviting pile!  

See: www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk ( *a guide to helping hedgehogs) for 

more details on how you can help and protect them.  

  A Celebration of Nature 

http://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk
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Ipswich Mobile Library Route 7 
   

7H Brockford St  Old Griffin  1245 – 1300 

7I Wetheringsett  Hockey Hill  1405 – 1420 

7J Wetheringsett  Wetherup St  1430 – 1445 

7K Wetheringsett  Park Green  1450 – 1505 
Email: help@suffolklibraries.co.uk 

Telephone: 01473 263838 
Calling every 4 weeks on Thursdays 

 

Next visits: Thursday 6th May 

Michael Brame 

60 Pretyman Avenue, Bacton, IP 14 4NY 

“A” rated UPVC windows, doors and conservato-
ries with ‘A’ rated installation ‘C’ rated prices 

Complete replacement of fascias, soffits, guttering 
and downpipes 

Needing quotes for any of the above? 
Contact Michael on  

01449 781533   mob. 07931 784470 

 ADVERTISING RATES  
for the Wetheringsett-Cum-Brockford Newsletter 

 

A5 Full Page         11 Issues  - £ 100.00   5 Issues  -  £  50.00 
A5 Half Page         11 Issues  - £   50.00   5 Issues  -  £  25.00 
A5 Quarter Page        11 Issues  - £   40.00   5 Issues -  £  20.00 
Back cover         11 Issues  - £ 150.00   5 Issues -  £  75.00 

 

 RING CLARE ROGERS ON 01728 861382  
clarelouiserogers@btinternet.com  

     WE WELCOME NEW ADVERTISERS    

mailto:help@suffolklibraries.co.uk?subject=Mobile%20library%20enquiry
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Open Mon  - Fri  9am-4pm,   Sat  9am  - 12pm    

Closed Sundays  and Bank Holidays 
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Hello,        May 2021   

It has been wonderful having the children back this term! The five new 
pupils have settled in brilliantly and have already become part of the 
school.   

Playground developments 

We are very thankful for all the dona-
tions from parents and the local com-
munity. We have started to develop 
areas in the playground thanks to the 
donations of topsoil, bulbs, sleepers 
and tyres. We have planted lots of 
new flower beds and are now going to 
be making a sensory/wildlife area in 
the top garden. The children will be 
making bug hotels, musical chimes 
and planting up lots of wellies. Further 
donations of these items would be 
welcome.  

 

 

Sports  

We have had some local sport 
coaches in this term and the chil-
dren have loved learning new skills 
in athletics and tennis. 

 

Yours sincerely, 
Mrs Sheeran  
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It’s a Dog’s Life  
Hello everyone,  
it’s been very exciting here! 
I was helping mum with some 
gardening...now I think I’ll helping 
but I’m not convinced she feels 
the same. Apparently me in-
specting all the new plants and 

christening them the way us canines do is not considered 
good for growth....whatever. 
Anyway, the other day we were just coming indoors when 
there was a dreadful sound of squawking and squealing 
coming from the end of the garden. Obviously I wanted to 
investigate (that’s my job after all), so you can imagine 
how miffed I was to be unceremoniously hauled in to the 
kitchen! 
Mum went to investigate....apparently a sparrow hawk 
had caught a wood pigeon and was happily demolishing it 
behind the oil tank! 
Now they think I don’t understand their language but of 
course I do... I just pretend I don’t when it suits.  Anyway I 
wasn’t allowed out until the bird had gone...nothing to see 
but a load of feathers (dad had got rid of the sad remains). 
Glad my dinner comes in a foil tray. Far too exhausting. 
Now for a snooze!  

Woofles of Wetheringsett 

Dates for the Diary 
May 
Monday 3rd Early May bank holiday 
Monday 31st Spring bank holiday 

Did you know    …? 

The dot over the letter 'i' is called a tittle. 

Underground' is the only word in the English language that begins and 
ends with the letters 'und.'  
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Wetheringsett cum Brockford Parish Council 
Report on the virtual meeting held 

Tuesday 6 April 2021 
 

Annual Parish Meeting – this will be held Tuesday 4 May 2021 at 7pm.  It will 
be a video meeting due to covid restrictions but will be open to parishioners 
who will be able to take part during the public session.  The Annual Parish 
Meeting was cancelled last May due to lockdown so this will be an ideal op-
portunity for parishioners to comment on any issues relating to the village.  
The video link will be available on the meeting agenda published at the end 
of April. 

The Annual Parish Council Meeting will follow the above and will be open to 
the public via video link.  

Hedge – Station Road – some concerns had been raised by parishioners over 
the coppicing of the hedge to the ground level.   It was reported this had 
been carried out due to complaints of the hedge encroaching on to the high-
way making it difficult for vehicles to pass in places.  Coppicing it to ground 
level would enable the hedge to be managed as it re-grows. 

Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) cameras – due to some of the 
high speeds recorded in the village by the VAS equipment, parish council 
members have agreed to take part in a pilot scheme being funded by Suffolk 
CC in partnership with Suffolk Constabulary to tackle speeding hot spots 
across the county.  The cameras will be used to help detect and deter speed-
ing in towns and villages and to educate drivers on the importance of road 
safety.  An ANPR camera will be installed at a site identified as a hot spot on 
roads with a 20 or 30mph restriction.  The devices will be moved between 
sites and remain in situ for up to one week per site.  Data collected will be 
shared with the Police and County Council.  Owners of vehicles caught 
speeding will receive a letter notifying them of any excess speed.  Repeat 
offences could prompt deployment of a SafeCam and issuing of fines to 
those who breach the speed limit. 

Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – a progress report was given to the meeting by 
the Chairman of the Working Group, Mr Robert Townshend, and the NP con-
sultant Andrea Long.  It is important that parishioners take part in surveys 
during the different stages as the Plan is developed – please view the NP 
website at  wetheringsettcumbrockford.onesuffolk.net 

Continued on p. 21 
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Kindly sponsored by Brockford Services 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Two  prizes of a £25 book token 

(One each for adult and Junior/child) 

Maximum 500 words 

Deadline for entries extended .. 

Entries to wetheringsettnews@gmail.com  
by 15th May 

Short Story Competition 

Parish Council Meeting cont.  ……. 

Parish Council Vacancy – Cllr David Brown tendered his resignation from the 
council as he and his wife will be moving from the village.   The chairman record-
ed huge thanks to David for his work on behalf of the council and community and 
wished him well in his move. Details of the vacancy are available on parish no-
ticeboards and the website. 

Next meeting:  Annual Parish Council Meeting 4 May 2021  
at 7.30pm via video link. 
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Snippets from the Village History: 
Foundation of the School 

 

The following extract from the Trust Deed explains the conditions 
under which the school was founded. 
 
 

Rev. John Parkinson, under 5th and 8th years of reign of her 
Majesty, piece of land *one rood and 32 perches, land called 
Gibbs Pightle numbered 12 on map.  Education for adults or 
children of the labouring, manufacturing and other poorer 
classes of the parish of Wetheringsett cum Brockford AND FOR 
NO OTHER PURPOSE always to be open for inspection dated 
10.8.1840 for furtherance of the aims and designs of the National 
Society, principal officiating minister shall have superintendance 
of the religious instruction and moral for scholars and may use or 
direct premises to be used, for Sunday School  ….parson had 
authority for appointment and dismissal of staff, the parson or 
curate, churchwarden and eight other persons formed a 
committee, could also appoint or dismiss under direction of 
Bishop of diocese.  Eight were Robert Eden Moore, James 
George Sheppard of Campsea Ash, Robert Woodward of 
Akenham, George Hayward of Brames Hall, Henry Woodward of 
Wetheringsett, Samuel Peck of Eye, Frederick Haywood of  
Needham Market, Henry Weavers of Wetheringsett all to 
contribute 20 shillings at the least to the funds of the said school 
and be members of the C. of E . And to have real estate in the 
parish or adjoining.  New members elected to the committee 
during the year had to subscribe 10 shillings per vote. All 
members of the committee had to sign in a book the following 
declaration : ‘I A B  do hereby sincerely and solemnly declare 
that I am a member of the United Church of England and Ireland 
as by law.  Established … 
 

Deed signed by John P sill  (Rector) and Robert Moore 
 

Two notices were put up in the Parish showing the beginnings of 
the School.  These are at the Records Office in Ipswich. 
 

More next month 
 *30¼ yards = 1perch 40 perches =1 rood 4 roods = 1 acre 
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Swimming Lessons 

Private one-to-one swimming lessons nr Wetheringsett 

For all ages and abilities 

30 min sessions 

Available on weekday evenings and weekends  

Experienced, STA Qualified, CRB checked and Insured 

Call 07910 376 906 or  

Email theswimteacher@yahoo.com for details 
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BEV & KIRSTY  

 

FORMERLEY CURL UP & DYE 

 

 

WE ARE BOTH FULLY QUALIFIED WITH OVER 40 YEARS  
OF EXPERIENCE BETWEEN US 

 

PROFESSIONAL ADVICE AND PERSONAL  ATTENTION  

IN ALL ASPECTS OF HAIRDRESSING 

 

PERMS: COLOURS: HI-LITES: CASUAL PUT-UPS WEDDING HAIR: RESTYLES Etc 

FOR ALL THE FAMILY AT UNBEATABLE PRICES 

SENIOR CITIZEN RATES TUESDAY ONLY 

EAR PIERCING AVAILABLE 
 

EASY OFF ROAD PARKING 
 

LOYALITY CARD, STAMP EVERY SERVICE 

ALL DEBIT/CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED   

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE 

 

FOR ALL ADVICE AND APPOINTMENTS   
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D.I.ALSTON Ltd     the cedars     BROCKFORD 
20ft Containers for self storage: 

£100/month inc VAT  
 

We can also store your caravan on hardstanding. 
Enquiries:  07788 974169 

To let: 

Offices and Workshops  ALSO   

Holiday  Accommodation  
at Brockford  Railway Siding    

Tel: 01449 766231 

tonyalston@hotmail.com 

Do you need help 
with Babysitting 
or Ironing? 
 

My name is Georgie 
 
    I’m a Year 11 

student and I am looking for 
work. 
If you need any 
ironing done or 

babysitting, 
please give me a 
call or text me 

on 
07541 834453  

You can also email  - 
georgiebullock12345@gmail.com  
Thank you 

Did you know   …? 

There is a seven letter word in the English language that contains 

ten words without rearranging any of its letters, 'therein' the, 

there, he, in, rein, her, here, ere, therein, herein. 

mailto:tonyalston@hotmail.com
mailto:georgiebullock12345@gmail.com
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EXERCISE 

We like to see horse riders 
off the roads and on our 
fields, but not on the pub-
lic footpaths. 
We would also like to see 
some good weather to encourage our Croquet 
league to get started. Those with a mean streak  are welcome! 

Swimming and Tennis 
We are now taking 2021 Registrations for the Cedars 
swimming pool, available for anybody living in the 
Parish, or working in one of our light industrial 
units.   Swimming, once registered, is free, as is the 
use of the adjacent tennis court.  

We hope that all are appreciative of the use of our pool.  

Contact: tonyalston@hotmail.com 

My name is Marc and I am Area Coordinator for UK charity  
Arthritis Action.  

We give hands-on, practical help to combat 
the pain of arthritis through self-management 
and lifestyle advice.  We provide a range of 
free resources, including factsheets, 
exercises, recipes and videos. 
 I’m available for one-off presentations on self
-management of arthritis via zoom, if there is 
a local group that would be interested.   

Online Arthritis Action Groups 
Arthritis Action Groups are an opportunity for people with arthritis to talk 
with others and share their tips on how to manage their arthritis and stay 
active whilst at home, and we actively welcome new attendees.  
We discuss a variety of self-management techniques. Participants will 
need to contact us directly for the log in instructions for the meeting, and 
we have produced ‘How To’ guides for those not familiar with using Zoom 
Marc Williams 

11/05/2021 - Norfolk & Suffolk Online group - 2pm 
28/05/2021 - Coffee morning (open to all areas) - 10:30am  
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Debenham & District 

Need help with 
your PC? 

Friendly advice & training  

Repairs & upgrades 

No fix, no fee 
Windows – Web – Email 

Microsoft Word & Excel expert 
Home network – WiFi  – TV links 

At your Home or Business 

Phone Chris on  
0757 069 5279 

email: info@ubestree.co.uk 
www.ubestree.co.uk 
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Wetheringsett Manor School is 

now opened to pupils. 
 

Unfortunately, due to COVID, we regret 

that we have been unable to show residents and others around the school 

after the refurbishment but hope that this is something that will be able to 

go ahead in the future. 
 

If you require further information call: -     01449 703935 
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WETHERINGSETT PARISH COUNCILLORS 

mailto:broadoaksuffolk@googlemail.com
mailto:tonyalston@hotmail.com
mailto:sally.lacey@btconnect.com
mailto:mikepease@btinternet.com
mailto:greenhils2911@gmail.com
mailto:rachelleech67@btinternet.com
mailto:clairehestcourt@gmail.com
mailto:dsbwsettpc@gmail.com
mailto:lynne.cockerton@btopenworld.com
mailto:Andrew.Stringer@midsuffolk.gov.uk
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