
   

Inside  -  
Christmas Ghost story 

Christmas Tree festival—details 
Free ticket offer for the Regal Cinema 

School news 
Church Services 

 Yummy Soup Lunch! 
Tree canopy coverage in Mid-Suffolk 
Plus—Woofles is back-with some tips on  

keeping warm! 
And much more... 

Wetheringsett

-cum-

Brockford 

Newsletter 

December 2022 - January 2023 



 2 

USEFUL CONTACTS 

Parish website;  
http://wetheringsettcumbrockford.onesuffolk.net/home/ 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS  ~  Sue Stannard               01449 767752 

RECTOR  ~  Rev. Julia Lall                                              01379 678064 

PCC SECRETARY  ~  Emma Morris                               01449 766117 

ADMINISTRATIVE CHURCH WARDENS  
                                                  ~ Tim Rowe                     07775 872742 
                                                  ~ Edward Gordon-Hall   07780 495851 

WETHERINGSETT V C PRIMARY SCHOOL                   01449 766215 
Executive Headteacher  ~ Imogen Wallis  

Head of School ~ Samantha Sheeran    Chair of Governors ~ Jo Pitt 

PARISH TREE WARDEN  ~  Elizabeth Aldred               01728 860482 

TOWNLANDS TRUST ~  Lynne Cockerton                    01728 862001 

PARISH FOOTPATH WARDEN  ~  Elizabeth Aldred     01728 860482 

RSPCA  Suffolk Central ~ Ian Hendry                            01449 767747 

NON-EMERGENCY POLICE ~ Reporting, Info or Enquiries   101 

MENDLESHAM HEALTH CENTRE                                  01449 767722 

NEWSLETTER  ~  Editor, Cally Buch                             01449 766417 

                          ~  Adverts/Invoicing, Bernie Grindlay  07745 503967              

                          ~  Distribution, Sue & Eddie Payne      01449 767794  

           Email    ~  wetheringsettnews@gmail.com  

DISCLAIMER 
All adverts are placed in good faith, and the publishers cannot undertake 
responsibility for work carried out. 
The opinions expressed in articles are not necessarily those of the editor.  We cannot 
be held responsible for the accuracy of material submitted for publication; however, 
we reserve the right to refuse inclusion; to edit or amend as we think appropriate.   
The newsletter is produced in good faith but errors and omissions may occur during 
the process of production.  Please let us know if this is the case so that any errors may 
be corrected in future editions. 
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Contributions from the village community for inclusion in the 

newsletter are welcomed 

Deadline for copy 15th of every month 

Cally (Editor) 

Bumper issue this month!  We have a free ticket offer for the 
Regal in Stowmarket; news of a ‘Yummy Soup Lunch’ in the Village 
Hall; and a Christmas Tree Festival running the whole of 
December with a Carol Service on the 18th  -  a taste of real 
Christmas spirit.  There is our usual December Ghost story  and a 
very interesting article on ‘Tree Cover’ that invites your thoughts 
and comments. 
Woofles is back with a light-hearted look on staying warm.  On a 
more serious note I hope that everyone does manage to stay warm 
through the winter months.  Look out for adverts (on FB etc) for 
‘Warm Places’ to help save a little on heating bills—Debenham 
Library is one of the many libraries designated as a ‘Warm Place’ 
that you can visit.  Stay safe everyone and have a good Christmas.  
Happy new year   

Newsletter  Distribution 

As this year draws to a close we want to 

thank all those who have distributed the 

newsletter throughout 2022.  There are 

over 300 newsletters delivered within the 

Parish on eleven months of the year. This is done by a small 

team of volunteers, whatever the weather! 

So, a big thank you to: 

 Malcolm, Des and Angela, Gerda, Sue M, Sue S, Linda,    

 Elizabeth, Lesley, Andrea, Fiona, Tim and Jo,  Mike  and 

 Angie, and Shirley. Thanks also go to  Isla  

 and  Nigel, who stepped in to cover holidays. 

There are no more deliveries until the end of 

January, so thank you all, and enjoy the festive 

break. 

Sue and Eddie Payne          01449 767794 

Welcome to the  
December 2022 & 

January 2023 issue of 
your Newsletter 
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Megan 

All Saints Church Wetheringsett 
 

Christmas Tree Festival 
 

Please join us from10.00am-12.00 

On the 3rd of December for refreshments and  
Christmas crafts 

 

 

 

The church will be open every day throughout December 
from 9.30-4.00pm for you to visit. 

 

If you would like to take part in the festival by decorating 
a tree, big or small, please contact Emma Morris  

Emma.morris@wvcpschool.com 
 

The theme is your favourite Christmas story 

 

We look forward to welcoming you to the Festival 

and to the Carol Service  
on the 18th of December at 6pm 

followed by mince pies and mulled wine 

mailto:Emma.morris@wvcpschool.com
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Dates for the Diary 
December 
Christmas Tree Festival throughout December at the Church 

 

Saturday 3rd Christmas Crafts & Refreshments at the Church 
Sunday 18th Carol Service at the Church 6pm 
January 
Sunday 1st 1st Steam day at the Middy 
Saturday 28th Yummy Soup Lunch 12pm at the Village Hall 
 

Debenham Library (as other libraries) will be operating during its open 
times as a ‘Warm Place’, with free hot drinks. 

 

Yummy Soup Lunch 

On the menu  -  
Various lovely soups (Homemade, of course) 

Plus homemade cakes 
Tea & Coffee 

We have held these in the past and they have proved very popular 

An event for all the family to enjoy 

Further details from Sue—01449 797752 

Date for your diary 

Thoughts for the New Year ... 

He who breaks a resolution is a weakling; He who makes one is a fool.  
F.M. Knowles  

I don’t know where I’m going from here, but I promise it won’t be boring.  
David Bowie 

No matter how hard the past, you can always begin again.  
Buddha 

You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream.  
C S Lewis 
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Ring: JASON 07791 339432 

JASON HAS LOGS FOR SALE 

Middy Café 
Open to the local community 

on Wednesday and Saturday 

mornings 9am-1pm (when 

railway volunteers are there)  

 
 

ADMINISTRATION, 

BOOKKEEPING and  

ACCOUNTING SERVICE 
 

Sales and Purchase Ledger, 

Cashflow, Payroll. 

Maintaining Customer &  

Supplier’s  Accounts (care & queries) 

With very best wishes to everyone 

for a healthy and peace filled 2023  

from the newsletter team … 

Bernie, Cally and Sue 
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It’s a Dog’s Life  
Hello everyone, it’s nice to be back! 
 

Can’t believe it’ll soon be Christmas   - 
mysterious parcels will arrive (lots of 
barking at the doorbell) - packages to 
investigate, helping with the wrapping etc 
etc…. 

 

Of course I’ve heard that everyone is having to cut down this year 
because of the state of the economy (I keep up with the news you 
know!) so here’s a few of my tips to keep warm… 

 

Squeezing in between mum & dad on the sofa or in bed is a good 
way to keep warm. Even better if there’s a hot water bottle  
 

Lying on newly ironed clothes is a quick way to get cosy (not a 
popular choice if I’ve just come in from a walk), also mum or dads 
dressing gowns, especially if they’ve just taken them off. Toasty! 
Eat lots of snacks to keep energy levels up. I’ve found sitting by 
the treat cupboard is a good reminder ..( doesn’t always work) 
 

Make sure lots of toys are strategically placed around the house 
for games of tugsies & fetch… that will warm them up. Zoomies 
are also good but not just before bed apparently, especially from 
the garden, up the stairs and over the bed. Oh well.   

 

Hope you all have a lovely time. I’m looking forward to new toys 
(hopefully a squeaky pig), nice walks and plenty of sofa snoozes! 

Woofles of Wetheringsett 

Wetheringsett Manor School News 
 

 
It has been a busy year so far and we look 
forward to the new year. We would like to wish 
everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year from the staff and pupils at Wetheringsett 
Manor School! 
Thank you to everyone who came by the stall 

and purchased some apple and pear juice and keep your eyes out as we may 
have chutney’s and more on offer soon!  
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Michael Brame 

60 Pretyman Avenue, Bacton, IP 14 4NY 

“A” rated UPVC windows, doors and conservato-
ries with ‘A’ rated installation ‘C’ rated prices 

Complete replacement of fascias, soffits, guttering 
and downpipes 

Needing quotes for any of the above? 

Contact Michael on  

01449 781533   mob. 07931 784470 

Deer slot 

 

B O O S T   Y O U R   W E L L B E I N G   W I T H   Y O G A 

Whether you are an athlete or an absolute beginner, why not try it for 
yourself? Discover the Yogaways to increase your flexibility, build 
strength, improve your balance, breathe more effectively, feel calmer, 
and have fun. You don’t need to be able to reach your toes! 

Classes every Wednesday evening at Wetheringsett Village Hall 
6.30pm start 

If you are interested in coming along, please contact me for further 
details: -  

Amanda Wearing.  Telephone: 01449 711674;   
Email: atwearing@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:atwearing@yahoo.co.uk
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Open Mic Night 18th November 
Events have been held in Wetheringsett Village 
Hall since 1921, and it was good to see so many 
people attending the Open Mic Night on a wet 
Friday night in our refurbished Hall. 

There was music, real ale, food, a world cup sweepstake and even a 
little dancing towards the end of the night! In all, a great 
success…….and thanks are due to the following :- 

Stand and Deliver for the music. Kevin and Dawn assembled an 
array of talented singers and musicians, who performed 
pieces, old and new, to a high standard throughout. A range 
of voices and instruments filled the evening, with a rousing 
group performance at the end.  The evening drew to a 
reluctant finale after 11.0pm. 

The Middy Bar “on location”. Stephen and his team of helpers 
conjured an amazing bar in one of the back rooms. The real 
ale was excellent, plus the range of other drinks gave plenty 
of choice for thirsty artists and spectators alike. 

Food by Sue and Michael, served by Jess, again on location from 
the Middy cafe. In a very small kitchen, they produced baked 
potatoes with a variety of fillings, plus a selection of delicious 
home-made cakes. 

Eddie, who organised a World Cup Football sweepstake, with the 
proceeds to be divided between the winner and the Waveney 
Food Bank. All 32 tickets were sold , the winner will get 
£32.00 (will it be England…..or Wales…Spain…or Senegal?) 
Some people made additional donations and a total of £70.00 
is going to Waveney Food Bank. If you left before the team 
were drawn, please contact Eddie on 
sueanded35@hotmail.com for details of your team. 

SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL THOSE WHO CAME either to perform or 
listen. You made the enjoyable atmosphere on the night. 

 

It was so good to see the Hall being used and we hope there will be 
other similar events in the future. 
Village Hall Committee 

mailto:sueanded35@hotmail.com
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Christmas Ghost Story 
A sinking feeling 

He said to himself in the mirror “I’m tackling the stream today”. The river 
Linnet was its proper name. It flowed through the abbey grounds of St 
Edmundsbury. The area beyond his fence was called the Crankles; you can 
still see the ditches which formed the fish farm although they are just 
indentations nowadays. It looks timeless but look closer, however, and you 
realise that it is neglected.  
 

The river almost dried out in summer. In autumn the water was very slow 
moving. It was choked by duckweed, water mint and, in some places 
Himalayan balsam. Nettles and hemlock grew along the margins. The former 
stung everything within reach and the latter towered over people like 
triffids.  Managing it seemed very much a David and Goliath situation. 
  

So, this David (or Davey to give him his real name) decided to get on with it. 
Clear The Linnet. Or at least this little stretch of the Linnet. His first effort was 
thwarted by his wellies. They were shortie wellies and when he stepped into 
the water they had filled!  
 

Next day Davey bought some longer, knee high, wellies. He bought a rake as 
well. Partly for use in gathering the weed and partly as a stabiliser.  He went 
down the steep little slope by the bridge. Only a light nettling to add a little 
frisson. Into the water he went.  Watching out for the brambles as well as any 
underwater hazards, he began clearing duckweed and water mint. 
 

The aroma of mint was lovely and the dappled sunlight through the shrubs 
and brambles made him smile. He was making progress.  It felt underfoot like 
some of the watercourse might have been paved with bricks. There were old 
bricks in a herringbone pattern in places. Perhaps the monks had built 
watercourses for the fish farm. Anyway, he moved a little towards the left 
bank. 
  

He edged over a bit. Suddenly it was very soft underfoot. So soft, in fact, that 
within moments he was sinking. There was nothing to grab except the most 
vicious looking bramble. Before he could even grasp the bramble, he had 
sunk into the slime. The smell was awful but the sensation of being sucked 
down was more frightening. In seconds he was waist deep in water and 
slime. His boots felt like weighted hands pulling him down. Trying to lift his 
feet was impossible. His racing mind struggled with the horror of what was 
happening. This was just a little ditch - how could this be happening? 
“Help!”  he shouted, “help, please!!“. 

Cont. on page 13. 
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ALL  SAINTS  CHURCH 
WETHERINGSETT-CUM-BROCKFORD 

 

Coffee Mornings   

Wednesdays 10:30—12:00 

with the usual scrummy spread 
 

Short Morning Prayers precede coffee mornings 

at 10.00am in the  hospitality area 

Help came; the sinking stopped. He was enveloped in a cocoon of slime. It 
felt like a death hug. Slowly he was hauled out. He just lay on the ground 
exhausted. When he came around and looked to thank those who had 
helped him, there was no one there. He thought he had seen someone 
wearing a brown overall; had they gone to summon help? Eventually, 
managing to get home, he hosed himself off. He had been very frightened 
and now he was so exhausted he went to bed. 

He woke in the night. He was sweating and 
gasping for air and crying all at the same 
time. In his dream it had felt like hands 
pulling him down. He was choking and there 
was laughter. It was a nasty sadistic 
laughter; there were voices telling him that 
he belonged to them now and he would be 
in agony forever. 

He lay awake, shaking. The bedsheets were 
soaking with sweat. Eventually he dropped 
off to sleep. The dream came again. The voices were laughing at him and 
telling him that he could never escape. He was terrified. He felt himself 
drifting away. 

He was found the next day on the river bank. Perhaps he walked in his 
sleep; we’ll never know. He seemed smaller. He was shrivelled. His skin had 
a dark, slimy sheen. The coroner noted, as well, that there were bruises 
around his ankles. Could he have been grasped by very strong hands? It 
couldn’t be explained. And from time to time, at night, people nearby could 
hear desperate cries for help as well as a strange laughter. That couldn’t be 
explained either but those that heard it were haunted by it in their dreams. 

Iain Carruthers-Jones 
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Debenham & District 

Need help with 
your PC? 

Friendly advice & training  

Repairs & upgrades 

No fix, no fee 
Windows – Web – Email 

Microsoft Word & Excel expert 

Home network – WiFi  – TV links 

At your Home or Business 

Phone Chris on  
0757 069 5279 

email: in-
fo@ubestree.co.uk 
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Mid Suffolk and Babergh councils have published a report on their website on 
tree canopy coverage, from the consultancy Treeconomics. The report 
analyses tree cover down to ward level across the two Council areas.  It 
makes interesting reading, particularly that the average in Mid Suffolk is 
8.5% (Babergh is 10.4%). This compares to a national average of 16%.  In our 
own ward, the figure is 7.2%.  

As well as identifying the many benefits of trees to ourselves and to wildlife, 
the report also attaches monetary values to at least some of the benefits.  So, 
for example, for Mid Suffolk, the report quantifies added value from carbon 
storage of £186,000,000 and a further annual £33,182,000 from carbon 
sequestration, pollution removal and avoided runoff - 'ecosystem services'. 

Although the report at some points seems to be coming from an urban 
perspective, it does recognise that in rural areas trees are often confined to 
'hedgerows, highways and small corners of woodland'. Therefore, tree cover 
in rural areas can be lower than in urban or suburban locations, however 
counterintuitive that may seem. Nevertheless, it recommends a target 
increase to 15% tree canopy cover, with a longer-term ambition of 20%, for 
both Mid Suffolk and Babergh. 

The Council states that it is currently working on a tree planting strategy - so 
it's not yet known whether the recommendations of the report will be 
adopted as they stand, and if so whether the approach would be to 
concentrate any new planting in particular locations, or to try and achieve the 
target through more widespread planting across the wards - or a mixture of 
both.   

Cont. on page 17 

Tree Cover in Mid Suffolk 
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TAYLORMADE KITCHENS 
BEDROOMS  ~  BATHROOMS 

Professional, Meticulous Installations or supply only 
 

Tel: 01728 860856   Mob: 07860 602317  ~  taylormadekitchens.neil@gmail.com 

Traditional to Ultramodern 
 

Standard sizes or Bespoke 
(Plywood carcase option) 
 

Granite, Quartz, Timber, 
Corian or Laminate worktops 
 

Most makes of appliances 
 

Built-in wardrobes 
 

Large range of bathroom  
suites and showers 
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Cont. from page 15 …….Given the scale of the environmental threats we face, 
the ambition to increase our tree cover must surely be supported, and the right 
mix of planting could provide both utilitarian benefits and enhance our 
wildlife.  But it does beg the question of how achieving this target could be 
achieved without compromising the other demands on the land or other kinds 
of habitat.  The Village History records a tree planting strategy around the 
millennium and maybe something similar will be needed now. 

I'll look out for the Council's plan and will be happy to provide further updates 
on the strategies that are proposed, and I would be very interested to hear 
others' thoughts and views.  

Douglas, Rectory Cottage, Wetheringsett 
douglasbilton@gmail.com 
Report:  
https://www.babergh.gov.uk/environment/planting-schemes/tree-planting-
strategy/  

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2022 

A big thank you for your generous support of this 
year’s poppy appeal. A fantastic amount collected 
for such a worthy charity. Money raised enables 
The Royal British Legion to support and help so 
many veterans, young and old, in times of 
difficulty after leaving the Armed Forces.   

I have a wonderful band of collectors, local businesses and schools to thank 
for their help in raising these funds. 
 

The Total for whole District   £2540.00 
Mendlesham £1195.57     Mendlesham Green £224.20     

Thwaite £124.02 
Wickham Skeith £693.59     Wetheringsett £68.69        

Brockford £47.98         
Plus donations and wreaths 

 

Jacquie Nash Poppy Appeal Organiser 

mailto:douglasbilton@gmail.com
https://www.babergh.gov.uk/environment/planting-schemes/tree-planting-strategy/
https://www.babergh.gov.uk/environment/planting-schemes/tree-planting-strategy/
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Wetheringsett Village Hall 

Newly refurbished 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bookings available at weekends, evenings  
and holiday periods 

 

Please contact Sue Stannard 01449 797752 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Village Hall News 

As detailed in last month’s newsletter, the rates of hire for the Village 
Hall will increase from December 1st . 
The new rates will be:  

£12.00 an hour  
£50.00 for half a day (up to 5 hours) and  
£100.00 for a full day (incl. the evening) 
Please continue to contact Sue Stannard to make a booking. 

The Village Hall Committee urgently 
need members. The role of secretary is 
currently vacant, and we would 
welcome new ideas for possible events. 
If you are interested in getting involved 
please contact Sue Stannard (01449 
767752), or Sue Payne (07857 686067) 
for more information. 
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January 2023: The service on Sunday 1st January will be at 10.30am at 
Stoke Ash and it will be a Benefice Holy Communion 
Please check on church notice boards, or FaceBook for the rest of the 

services for January 
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Joe’s Lane – disappointment was expressed at the removal 8 Black Poplars from 
the roadside verge on Joe’s Lane.    This appeared to be unauthorised removal as 
notification had not been received by the Parish Council from MSDC and there 
was no evidence the trees were diseased.  District Cllr Andrew Stringer was 
present at the meeting and offered to look into why and who removed the trees 
and added permission should have been obtained either from MSDC or, due to 
the amount of timber involved, a licence from the Forestry Commission.  Cllr 
Stringer would keep the Parish Council informed. 
Village Hall – the Chair reported on progress made by the Management 
Committee:  following the refurbishment work and a much improved hall and also 
due to increased electricity charges, the hire rates for the hall have been 
reviewed and will increase to £12.00 per hour with effect from 1 January 2023.  A 
number of village events are in the pipeline and will be advertised including a 
regular book event/warm space for parishioners. 
ANPR – the Parish Council had agreed to take part in this scheme (automatic 
number plate recognition) and has been notified a camera will be in the village 
during December. 
Damaged Magpie Sign, Little Stonham – the Chair had reported at the last 
meeting the sign, which was Grade II Listed, had been damaged during the 
summer by a passing lorry resulting in it having to be removed.  Stonham 
parishioners are keen to reinstate the sign it being one of a handful of villages  in 
the country with such a landmark sign.  But reinstatement could run into some 
thousands of pounds and to help with the cost Stonham Parish Council has set up 
a Just Giving fund.    As a neighbouring village and as a gesture of goodwill 
Wetheringsett Parish Councillors were asked to consider donating to the fund.  
Councillors were of the view this was an historic landmark sign and believed it 
should be reinstated if finances permitted.  A donation of £100 towards the fund 
was agreed. 
Neighbourhood Plan – the working group are in the process of preparing the final 
draft of the Plan and this will be presented to the Parish Council at the December 
meeting for consideration before final submission to MSDC. 
Wetheringsett Village Sign – it was reported the repair work was nearing the final 
stages – the sign was now in the process of being repainted. 
Date of next meetings:  Monday 5 December 2022, Monday 9 January 2023, 
Monday 6 February 2023.  Meetings are held at 7pm in the Village Hall, 
Wetheringsett.   Parishioners are very welcome to attend. 
In the meantime your Parish Councillors take the opportunity to pass on their 
very good wishes for Christmas and the New Year. 

Wetheringsett cum Brockford Parish Council 
Report on the meeting held Monday 7 November 2022 
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Curtains Up! 

Curtains Up! Is a drama group based in Wetheringsett              
with members drawn from several surrounding parishes 

 

We’ve been going for almost 20 years now with the group’s 
main production being our popular winter pantomimes which 

regularly sell out over three performances. 
Sadly, we have had make the decision to not go ahead with the 

Pantomime this winter but we will be back— 
Oh, Yes we will! 

 

The good news is that the Curtains Up! team is busy preparing 
an exciting programme for 2023 and we will share details soon 

So, WATCH THIS SPACE!! 
 

In the meantime, we’re looking for new members to join our 
friendly group. Absolutely no experience necessary. 

So, if you fancy helping out with the many jobs behind the 
scenes or even “treading the boards”,  

give Sue a ring on 07789 960483 
 

You will be given a warm welcome!! 

Jokes fit for a Panto 
What was the name of the Egyptian who was buried  
with chocolate and nuts? 
      Pharaoh Rocher 

Man walks into his doctor’s and says: ‘Help me,  
doctor, I’m shrinking’ 
You’ll just have to be a little patient’, says the doctor. 
 

   My friend went completely bald years ago, but  
   he still carries a comb with him. 
                                     He just can’t part with it 
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Collective Worship Theme: Compassion  
 

Harvest 
It was a fantastic turn out for Harvest Service at the church. The 
children enjoyed having so many parents turn up and there were so 
many generous donations sent to the food bank along with a £27.20 
collection. 
 
Earth day 
The children have been celebrating Earth day and looking at what 
they could do to help and take action themselves. Every child has 
written their own pledge that they are going to try and do. Some 
lovely examples are Paloma is going to try and switch lights off when 
rooms are empty and Toby is going to try to litter pick. Ks1 also en-
joyed using recycled materials and plastic to make their own sea life 
animals. The children were shocked at 
sea pollution. 

Remembrance service 

The children went to church on Friday 11th November at 9am. We 
had a short service led by Rev Julia. KS1 will laid a poppy wreath and 
ks2 presented short poems. It was great to see so many parents at-
tending to pay their respects.  

Christmas tree festival 
The children are super excited about participating in the festival! 
Each class has chosen their own story (Lime class – The Christmas 
gift, Sycamore class- The Nutcracker and Chestnut class- The night 
before Christmas). Children will make decoration in the theme of 
their story to decorate their own class tree. These will be available 
to view at the church.  
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Driveway 
 

We are aware the pot hole is becoming large. We have been informed 
by the contractors the work will be completed by the end of the 
year.   
 

Warm space café and tuck shop 
 

On a Monday at 3.15 the school will be running a book café for every-
one in the community young and old to attend. There will be warm 
drinks, snacks and books provided. Books can be swapped weekly or 
purchased with a small donation given. Schools friends will also be 
providing a tuck shop where you are able to purchase further snacks. 
Information about special craft weeks will be available on the web-
site or phone the school office.  
If you are interested in having a stall one Monday please contact the 
school.  
 

Friends 

We would like to say a BIG thank you to Friends for their contribu-
tions to our outside area. They have kindly brought us trellis, water 
trays, small storage sheds for maths and English resources and some 
maths resources to update our early years  
 

Kind regards  
Ms Wallis and Mrs Sheeran  

School’s Out! 
How did scrooge win the football game? 
     The Ghost of Christmas passed! 
Why does Father Christmas go down the chimney? 

Because it soots him! 
Why is it getting harder to buy Advent Calendars? 
Their days are numbered 
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Portraiture, model portfolios 

Commercial/Industrial Photography 

email: stenningphotographic@gmail.com 

www.michael-stenning.format.com 

Stenning Photographic 
 

M: 07394 544588  
E: willow.upholstery@gmail.com  
W: willow-upholstery.com  
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Swimming Lessons 

Private one-to-one swimming lessons nr Wetheringsett 

For all ages and abilities 

30 min sessions 

Available on weekday evenings and weekends  

Experienced, STA Qualified, CRB checked and Insured 

Call 07910 376 906 or  

Email theswimteacher@yahoo.com for details 

Mid-Suffolk 
Light Railway  

Museum 
01449 766899 

www.mslr.org.uk 
Brockford Station, 

Wetheringsett, IP14 5PW 
 

We are sorry to announce that the Santa Specials are sold out .   
The only possibility is to put your name down on the Waiting List in case of any 

cancellations  
December 2022  SANTA SPECIALS  

 

 - will run on 3rd, 4th, 10th, 11th, 17th and 18th December 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

1st January 2023 First steam ride of the year  
and visit to the Historical Lighting Association’s display of fascinating vintage oil 

lamps dating from the Mid-Victorian era  
No advanced bookings for this event, tickets at the Station Booking Office only. 

 

For further information visit www.mslr.org.uk/bookings  or call 01473 890622    

http://www.mslr.org.uk/
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BEV & KIRSTY  
 

FORMERLEY CURL UP & DYE 
 
 

WE ARE BOTH FULLY QUALIFIED WITH OVER 40 
 

 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE BETWEEN US 
 

PROFESSIONAL ADVICE AND PERSONAL  ATTENTION  
IN ALL ASPECTS OF HAIRDRESSING 

 

PERMS: COLOURS: HI-LITES:  
CASUAL PUT-UPS WEDDING HAIR: RESTYLES Etc 

 

F O R  A L L  T H E  F A M I L Y  A T  U N B E A T A B L E  P R I C E S  
 

EAR PIERCING AVAILABLE 
 

EASY OFF ROAD PARKING 
 

ALL DEBIT/CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED   
GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE 

 

FOR ALL ADVICE AND APPOINTMENTS  
  

CALL US ON 01449 766977 
 

OR VISIT US AT  
 

Ropers Farm, Church Road, Mendlesham, IP14 5SF 
 

www.hairstudioatmendlesham.co.uk 

 

 

 
 
 

BEV & KIRSTY  
 

FORMERLEY CURL UP & DYE 
 
 

WE ARE BOTH FULLY QUALIFIED WITH OVER 40 
 

 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE BETWEEN US 
 

PROFESSIONAL ADVICE AND PERSONAL  ATTENTION  
IN ALL ASPECTS OF HAIRDRESSING 

 

PERMS: COLOURS: HI-LITES:  
CASUAL PUT-UPS WEDDING HAIR: RESTYLES Etc 

 

F O R  A L L  T H E  F A M I L Y  A T  U N B E A T A B L E  P R I C E S  
 

EAR PIERCING AVAILABLE 
 

EASY OFF ROAD PARKING 
 

ALL DEBIT/CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED   
GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE 

 

FOR ALL ADVICE AND APPOINTMENTS  
  

CALL US ON 01449 766977 
 

OR VISIT US AT  
 

Ropers Farm, Church Road, Mendlesham, IP14 5SF 
 

www.hairstudioatmendlesham.co.uk 
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MPD TANKS LTD 
 

 

 

 

 

Steel and Plastic oil tanks installed  

Fully Insured     

Telephone: - 

Mendlesham 
01449 767820 
          07708 395 889 
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D.I.ALSTON Ltd     the cedars     BROCKFORD 
20ft Containers for self storage: 

£100/month inc VAT  
 

We can also store your caravan on hardstanding. 
Enquiries:  07788 974169 

To let: 

Offices and Workshops  ALSO   

Holiday  Accommodation  
at Brockford  Railway Siding    

Tel: 01449 766231 

tonyalston@hotmail.com 

 

Do you have anything ‘to say’?  Any thoughts you would like to 
share with the rest of us— or just something you would like to  

‘get off your chest’ 
Please send your thoughts about any of the articles in the news-
letter - or any other matter, to wetheringsettnews@gmail.com 

 

(Please refer to  Disclaimer on page 2) 

The Cedars Pool  
We continue to try to keep the pool at 80*F but if 
we have a cold spell it is difficult.  However, I am 
sure the determined swimmers will have a quick 
dip on Christmas Day, Boxing Day and the New 
Year whatever the conditions!   AJA  01449 766231 

Footpaths 
We try to encourage people to keep on the Footpaths, with their 
dogs tethered.  Now we have to ask those on horses to keep off 
the Footpaths!  During the very dry summer the surfaces were 
hard, but with recent rains the surfaces are soft and hoofprints 
can be 2-3inches deep thus making safety precarious for walkers.  
 

NB  We try to reinstate a ploughed footpath as soon as possible 
but if attempted in really wet weather the surface would be 
impassable. We would like to be able to control the weather, but 
then no two people would agree.       AJA  

mailto:tonyalston@hotmail.com
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Debenham Shed  

At our Craft Day on 12 November we had a full 
house making coloured glass decorations 
(foiling), feathered baubles, plant printing and 
other activities.  

Our craft days will resume in February.  
On Saturday 3rd December Debenham Shed 
will be providing roasted chestnuts at the 
Christmas Market outside St Mary Magdalene 
church, from 1-4pm.  
 

Do you have any tools or workshop equipment 
you no longer need? We would welcome 
donations or offers. 
 

Debenham Shed is at 2 Fields Farm, Low Road (IP14 6BJ). 
Officers: Les Wright 07793 470694, Bernard Rose 07538 
974119, Tony Hutt 07906 614328.  
Visit our website at www.debenhamshed.org.uk, where 
you can sign up to our newsletters on the Contact page. 

Like our Facebook page www.facebook.com/DebenhamShed. 
 

What is Debenham Shed? A place to make things by yourself, with guidance or 
with others. It could be in metal, cloth, wood or plastic. We have lots of tools 
and sourcing materials. You may want to repair or make new—the limit is your 
imagination. It is also for social connecting and friendship building, sharing skills 
and knowledge, and of course a lot of laughter.  

Debenham shed is open to all adults 
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Last year I fell for a scam when I was doing my 
Christmas shopping. The scam was clever. I thought I 
was getting a good deal but didn't realise I was being 
scammed until it was too late. How can I avoid the 
same thing happening again this year? 

Scammers’ tactics become more sophisticated every 
year, making scams tricky to recognise, but there are things you can look out for. 
 

If it seems too good to be true, it probably is. For example, tickets to an event that are 
much cheaper than they’re being sold elsewhere, or a holiday that’s a lot less than you’d 
expect to pay. 
 

Be wary of people contacting you out of the blue on social media sites or via text and 
email offering an item for sale or deal on something. 
 

Do your research. If you’re buying from a website you haven’t used before, spend a few 
minutes researching it. A good place to start is finding a website’s terms and conditions. 
You should also look up the company’s address, this can normally be found in the 
website’s ‘contact us’ section and should have a street name, not just a PO box. If it’s a 
registered UK company you can check its details on the Companies House website at 
gov.uk/get-information-about-a-company 
 

Check to see what people have said about the company. It’s worth looking at different 
review websites to see other people’s feedback – don’t rely on reviews the company has 
put on its own website. 
 

Scammers will often ask you to pay in an unusual way, or very quickly. For example, 
you’re asked to send money through a transfer service like MoneyGram or Western 
Union or pay via vouchers. 
 

Remember never give away your personal information like a password or PIN and never 
click on or download anything you don't trust. 
 

To hear about scams in Suffolk, you can sign up to the very useful Trading Standards 
email at suffolk.gov.uk/community-and-safety/suffolk-trading-standards/become-a-
consumer-champion 
 

If you’ve transferred money, speak to your bank and the police. You should also contact 
the police if the scammer is in your area or you feel unsafe. 
 

Don't feel embarrassed about reporting a scam – scammers are clever and it can happen 
to anyone.  
 

Reporting a scam helps track down and stop scammers, helping to prevent it from 
happening to others too. 
 

Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk can provide advice on this or any other issue, including debt, 
employment, benefits and family law.  You can contact them on 01449 676060 or use the 
contact form at midsuffolkcab.org.uk/contact-us.  For more information and our opening 
hours go to midsuffolkcab.org.uk. 
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Friends of  Debenham Library 
Warm Spaces: Debenham Library will be offering free hot 
drinks on a self-service basis, funded by Suffolk Libraries, 
from 13 November.  
Charity Christmas cards are still on sale at Debenham Li-
brary. By buying them you will be supporting many chari-
ties as well as Suffolk Libraries. Come and have a look! 

Check out a selection of books and books-on-cd during the 
holiday season, e.g.: 

24 chapters, one for each day 
How Winston Delivered Christmas, Alex T Smith;  The Christ-
mas Mystery, Jostein Gaarder  

Series The Christmasaurus. The Christmasaurus and 
the Winter Witch, The Christmasaurus and the Naughty List, 
Tom Fletcher 

Holiday theme A Bookshop Christmas, Rachel Burton 

Books, DVDs, WiFi, Computers, Printing/photocopying/scanning,  CDs and audio-
books, downloadable films/music/audiobooks/ebooks, free reservations, drinks for 
sale. The room is available for hire outside opening hours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Corner, Debenham IP14 6PL (next to the Primary School).   

Opening hours: 
Tuesday:  0930 am – 1300 pm  Wednesday :  1500  – 1930 pm 
Saturday:  0900 am – 1300 pm  Sunday:  1200 – 1600 pm 
 
Facebook: DebenhamLibraryAndFriends  Tel: 01728 861940             

Email: debenham.library@suffolklibraries.co.uk 

www.suffolklibraries.co.uk/visit/locations-and-times/debenham-library 

Christmas period opening times 
Open Christmas Eve: Saturday 24th December 9-1pm (as usual) 
Closed Christmas Day: Sunday 25th December 
Closed Monday 26th December (as usual) 
Closed Tuesday 27th December 
Open Wednesday 28th December 3-7.30pm (as usual) 
Open New Year's Eve: Saturday 31st December 9-1pm (as usual) 
Closed New Year's Day: Sunday 1st January 2023 
Closed Monday 2nd January 2023 (as usual) 
Open Tuesday 3rd January 9.30-1pm (as usual from now on) 

mailto:debenham.library@suffolklibraries.co.uk
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Ipswich Mobile Library Route 7 
   

7H Brockford St  Old Griffin  1245 – 1300 

7I Wetheringsett  Hockey Hill  1405 – 1420 

7J Wetheringsett  Wetherup St  1430 – 1445 

7K Wetheringsett  Park Green  1450 – 1505 
Email: help@suffolklibraries.co.uk 

Telephone: 01473 263838 
Calling every 4 weeks on Thursdays 

 

Next visit: Thursday 22nd December 

 ADVERTISING RATES  
for the Wetheringsett-Cum-Brockford Newsletter 

 

     A5 Full Page         11 Issues  - £ 100.00   5 Issues  -  £  50.00 
     A5 Half Page         11 Issues  - £   50.00   5 Issues  -  £  25.00 
     A5 Quarter Page   11 Issues  - £   40.00   5 Issues -  £  20.00 
     Back cover            11 Issues  - £ 150.00     5 Issues   -  £  75.00 

  

 RING Bernie Grindlay on 07745 503967 
bernadette.grindlay@sky.com  

     WE WELCOME NEW ADVERTISERS    

 

We invest time with each individual child to recognise and understand their 

learning needs so that we can put in place the right support package.  

Trust is the core of our education provision at Wetheringsett Manor, we have 

a focus on building strong relationships between individual students, teachers 

and the wider school community.  

Wetheringsett Manor School 

If you require further information please call: -  01449 703935 

mailto:help@suffolklibraries.co.uk?subject=Mobile%20library%20enquiry
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WETHERINGSETT PARISH COUNCILLORS 

mailto:broadoaksuffolk@googlemail.com
mailto:tonyalston@hotmail.com
mailto:sally.lacey@btconnect.com
mailto:greenhils2911@gmail.com
mailto:rachelleech67@btinternet.com
mailto:equine.nutrition1972@gmail.com
mailto:lynne.cockerton@btopenworld.com
mailto:Andrew.Stringer@midsuffolk.gov.uk
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